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MR. JAMES HJERVEY. 

R. HER VET, nrinifter of 
CoLLiNGTKEE, thrcc milea 

from JTORTH AMP tDi», had 

two fons and one daughter j his eldeli 

was bred a wine^nercha&t, and lus 
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.dauglitcr was married to the reverend 
Mr.. Knight, rector of Westok-Fa- 
VELL* His youn^eft fbn, the reverend 
Mr* James Hekvey, was born at Har- 
DiNGSTONE, a fmall village, one mile 
from Northampton, on the twenty-^ 
fixth of February, ijn^-i/^ His 
mother taught him to read till he was 
feveri years of age, after which he was 
removed to the free-fchool at North- 
ampton, of which the reverend Mr. 
Clakic was mafter; whofe fon being 
Jnll ill learnings Mr. Hervey was al- 
lowed to proceed no fafter than lie, fo 
.that he wa^feyenteen years of age before 
he was compleatedin the Latin and 
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iGkeek tangHagcs. His father tlicn fent 
' him to LiKGoxN college, in Oxfoud, 
.and put him under the tuition of Dn 
HyT<:HiNs, where he ftaid feven.years. 
In the nincteenthyear of his age, he be- 
came acquainted withfome perfons who 
'diftinguiihed themfelvea by their feri- 
5>us iinprdfioo3 of rdigion, and zeal in 
•promoting it j by whofe example he be- 
came ftriftly attiched to piety and learn- 
ing. Here he made :-himfelf mafter 
of KEit's Astronomy, Dr. Der^ 
jPANi'sPhysico and Ast&o-Theoloot, 
•and Natvee Dispiay'd. Thefe he 
pread with particular fatisfadion, and 
htati frequently acknowledged, that he 
A 2 - 
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was greatly indebted to Mr. Spencers 
E&sAY^n Pope's Homer's Odyssey 
for his improvement infiile and compo- 
iition. He had here an exhibition df 
twenty pounds .a-jear.. 

In 1736 he tecame curate to lufi 
father at WESTON-FAVELL,from whence 
he removed to Biddefo:rd, where he 
lived feveral years, and was fo great- 
ly beloved by his people, that when 
the old reftor died, and the new rector 
iiad gotteathe living, and provided an- 
other curate, the people offered to pay 
shim his lallary out of their own pockets, 
providing they might have their beloved 
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Mr. Herve Y continued witk them .The 
i^lary of Biddeford was very finaHi 
though: the pariihoners bad raifed him 
lixty pounds a-year. He was much 
tileeiUed by Mr. Orchard of Stoke- 
JJIbbey in Devonshire, and was de?» 
fired by )tfaat gentleman to ftand god-fo^ 
tiher to his fon^ that he might have an 
^^ over hi^chrifiian education; prefer* 
jpiBg him to many gejntlemeb in the coun'' 
1^, who wou^d have looked upon them« 
^tves jis hoaoored by perfomung that 
office. It was here he laid the plan of 
his Meditations, and it is poffible 
^ote fome of them, as he fays it was 
ia. jk ri4e to iJ^n^HAi^jpTON in Cornt 

A3 
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WALL, where he w«nt to the chuychj^ 
and there he lays the fcene of hi^ Mfi*^ 

BITATIOKS AMONGST THE TOMBS* 

He fiaid two years and a half in thi$ 
country, aftor which. he had an exhibiti^ 
on in Lincoln college. His father 
preffed him to get fome curacy three <m> 
foiir miks from Oxford, and hold hid 
exhibition; but this he would by na 
means comply with, thinking it unjud 
to detain it from another perfon, wha 
might more wantthe benefit of that pro* 
vifibn ; and could not by any means be 
prevailed upon to take Ms degree of 
A.M. though he was of fufficieot ft&nd^ 
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ingj for fear it miglit be an inducement 
to him to beconne a pluralift, being at 
tbattime utterly averfe to this; though 
he afterwards changed his mind on this 
head^ as he iaw it made him more ufe-. 
fol, and formihed him i^ith the means 
of being more charitablc*^ 

In the year 1750, at his father's 
death, he fucceedcd to the livings of 
Weston and Collingtree* His 
liealth va& fo impaire4 at this time by^ 
lus clofe attention to hisfiudtes, and the 
duties of his office, that.his family and 
friends thought that a change of air 
^vonldbeof ferviceforthe recoTering it; 

A4 
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they therefore formed a fcheme of con- 
veying him to LoN0ON, which they af- 
fcifted by getting him into a chaife of a/ 
friend^ who was going the^e, under a 
pretence of riding only a few miles ^ 
^ which he pleafantly complains, in a 
letter to a friend, upon his arrival therc^ 
which begins thus: 

^ My d ear frie'wd, 
' If you chide, I mufl: accufe» Pray 
' where was your warrant, where your 
^ commiifion, to imprefs me into this. 

* journey? However, as a good Chrifti- 

* ah, I forg^c you and youv accoriipli- 

* ces.' After conamehding fbveral. der- 
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ip]rB9iCn his frif lids^ wkom^Ke faw o& the 

^0^9 ke icOmclud^s .thus : ^ My animai 

I ^ natiwe is favery feeWfe, that I find i» 

I * beoefit from the . change 6f air, nor 

\ ^ frosQi the enjoyment ofi die moft ^leaiN 

^ iipgfo^etex*^ 

If ^ CQUtiptted :iQ Lond on tiD Af Kit 
eti M£Y 1752 , during which : time- he 
was. feis^ed' with a ibvere illnefs, which 
fiearly coft him his .life: htft he reco- 
liier^, returned to Weston, and took ^ 
poffeffion pf.it and Collinotkee, the 
two faniily livings^^. ^ , 

lar wilLdoubtlefs be thought fhrange, 
A. 5. 
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after what Has been laidyth^-ourdMx^ 
Ibould accept of thefe two livings, and 
bol^ them durkig life. In anfwer td 
which, we are aflured, that when hi^ fa- 
ther died, he remained determined ta 
have Weston-Favell only, which be 
frequently declared to his family and 
friends, and refufed to accept ef Coh-- 
LiKGTii££, or to qualify himfelf for 
the fame, infomuch that it was in dafl« 
ger of lapfing to the Inihopr But at 
length, through theearneft'andconftant 
in treaties of his family and friends, who^ 
Unknown to him, had fent.to, and pro-* 
cured from Oxford the neceflary cer« 
tificates of his being A. B. in order to 
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Has taking his Maft^r's degree at Cam* 
BEiDGE, be was after mtich imp9xt;uBi^ 
ty pre:v^edon to comply with their re- 
^uefts, hopiiig ^at he might be thereby 
enabled to do fo much more good. And 
when^be wail^dxiponDr. Thomas, then 
SUhop of PETEjiJKMtpuGH, for ifiiUlii- 
tioH to Coi2tiNGTBi£E>. which was tiear 
its: moBthsafterhisindudionidto Vft&- 
llON, he faid, * I fuppofe your )c9rdlhif 
*^ will be furprized to fee James Heii- 
♦^VEY come to defire your lord£bip'i» 
^'permiifion to be a pluraliftj but I af- 
' f fuK you, I do it in obedience to tb« r^ 
^ j^ted felicitations of my mothei^and 
A.4 
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* my filler, and not to pleafe myftifj^^ 
or to that efied. 

These two Evings were within five 
fillies of each other. He ufed to officii 
«te alternately at them> with his curate; 
fe foBg^ as his health would permit ; tilt 
by his great weakneft he was confined 
wholly to Weston, where he conftant^ 
ly refi^d during, the remainder of hift 
Kfe. 

In 1747 be pubKflied his Medi* 

rfATlONS AND CONTEMPLATIONS' A-^ 
MONO ST TH£TOMBS,R£FI.£XIOI9SOKA 

flower-caHden, and a Descant oh 
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THE ciLEATi0K> He made feven hniii* 
dred pounds by the &le of the copy, and 
ga^e Uie whole of it in charity^ ^uig^ 
that as Pf ovidenee had falefled his at^ 
tempts, he thought himfelf bound te 
veiieve his fdOow creatares vrkh it* It 
hatr now gone through ei^teen. edir 
tions. They have been fince turned i0>« 
to blank vafe, after the manner of Dn 
Young's Night Thoughts, by Jv 
Kewc&i^b, and publilhed in. two vo^ 
himes, imall 8vo^ 

hf November rys?, he pubBihed 
his Remakes ON Loan Bolinbroke's 

XETTSEt on the STUnT AND USE OBk 
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HISTORT, SO FAl AS THEY REtAI^B T^ 
g?IIE HISTORY OF THfiOXPTESTAMENTr 
AND ESPECIALLY TO THE CAS^E OF.No* 
ArH DEKOUNCiKG A. CURSE UPON Ca^ 

IHAAK. In a letter to a lady of 
xjuALiTY. The reviewers give tii^fel*^ 
lowing accouAt of this piece. 

' Our pious author 9. in his preface 
^ to this letter^ tells us, that it was not 

* intended for the prefi; and that the 
^ publication of it is owing to a Right 

* Honourable Ferfonage, whole name, 
f thoughitwovldgraceandrecotnmend. 

*^ his papers, he is not allowed to xneo- 

* 

<. tion*. He obferves,. towards the bet- 
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^ gmmng of it^ thafcthe icriptures, tbp' 
€.they do not oontam a cooij^at.hifiory 
^^ of the firft zges^prdkat us ti^ a cot 
% le£k]Ofi. of tlie mofi ancient cuiioust 
^ and iafirudive fads. Several of thele 
^ fads he mentions^ aiuitake^ notice oT 
^tbat BiajeiHc fioiplicity of Mile w^ 
' which diey spre ddyiverod:; aftertrhicbf^ 
^ he proceeds as foUows. . 

« TtT tbefe books liord BoLH^r 
BftOKi^ difparages; and^ at^the fame 
•time extds the writings of Tacitu&i. 
The remains of Tacitus, he tells us, 
ar^ precious remains. Thofe of the Ho* 



ly Scripture are dark and imperfed: ac^ 
counts. In T AC it u s , Hiftory prefcrvei 
her integrity and herluftrc. IhtheHo^ 
ly Scripture, inflad tof hiftoryvy^w^ve 
a heap of fkbles; which caa pretend to 
ttpthingbutfomeinfcruliable truths, and 
therefore ufelcfsto:mankindrf—— Every 
Kae of Tacjtus has weiglit, and cao<^ 
noft be mentiooed i;^kh0Ut adsQtraticaii 
Whereas, theSaered Hiftory is put up- 
xm a level with the ettravaganceSi of A-- 
M APIS of Gaul, and can never gain fut 
jlcient credit £rom aay reafonabk man.^ 

* **^ Who is. this» uHcmcuwciaED. 
Philistine, iaid Davip, that he. 
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SHOULD DEFY THE ARMIES OF THE H* 

VINO God? And who is tjhis Taci^- 

• 

Tus, would I aik, thi& darling author^ 
that he fbould be raifed to the ikies,, 
while the divine hiftorians sure troddea 
to the duft? I f your ladyflup is. 
unacquainted with his- chara^er, let 9ie 
give it in tfie words of a moft elegant 
aodmafterljr critic. * Having coniider- 
ed, the prii^ip^ qualities ofTAciTU9» 
its awriter, and as an hiflorian, Icanaot. 
help thinkings that there is a falle fub- 
lime and afiedation in his defcription : 
a fcurrility and fatirical veih> with too e«^ 
ptgramQaticala concifenefs in his wit; an 
acutenef39. but too fpeculatitf^, md a po?* 
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Key over-refined in hisobfervations; a 
malignant and ill-natured turn in bischa- 
raders ; a philoibphy too abfirafted and 
elevated in his reafonings, and a vanity 
in bis learning. In Ikort, tbat be is itt 
antiquity, a pedant ; in the philofophy 
ofnature^afceptic; in morals, loofe ; in 
deicription, gaudy and pompous; ia 
politics, fubdolous, refined, and knavilh. 

(HuNTEK's OBSERVA.TIONS ON TaCI- 
TITS.) 

.** YjET this is Ac wtiter that muft 
be placed ia^fuch great fuperiority to 
Moses, Joshua, and Samuel. This 
the hiftory (rife, criticiim^ aiul tefentr 
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the indignity.^ that is fpbken of with ap^ 
plaufe and rapttire, even while the fa* 
cred annals are treated with difrefpeft 
and obloqny/' 

... * BoT why,xnay it not be alked, muff 

* Tacitus die, that Moses, &c. may 
f live? If Lord Boli nbroke has fpo- 

* ken of Tacitus in the higheft terms 
^j}£ refpcft, and difrefpeftfolly of the 
f £icred writings, there was no reafon,. 
^one would imagine, in vindicating the 
\ fcriptures again^ what his lordihip had 

* advanced, torepreient Tacitus as a 
^ pedant, a fccptic, and a knave: rife. 



«4 TH*LiF»or 

* , candour, and refcnt the indigoityt 

* But to return.. 

* After fome generarremarkS) our 

* author piroceed^ to confider particular- 
^'ly thecafeof NoAH,denouncing axiirfe 

' * upon Cakaan^ He tells us that the 

* ^fiage, CuR8£0 BE Canaan^, and 
^ many other fuch paflages^ which feeur 

* to be imprecations^ are really pircdi£li^ 
^ ons, and that it would be much more 

* fiiitable to the prophetTe'ftile tor tran* 
^ H^tc them as indicatires, rather thaa 
^imperatives; Cursed rs^rather than B£i 

* CANAiyN* Suchanaanneroffpealdug; 
' he fays, would remove from thit-^par-^ 
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^ ticular paflage ajr that founds harih, or 

* feems uncharitable; and would, in the 

* general) impart an unequalled majefty 
*-to the Jangu^e of fcripture. 

•** It was God tlieU, fays Tic, and ndt 
man, from whom this* avenging fen* 
tence' came. And God^ to £hew his utter 
deteftatioa'of all iniquity, to manifell his 
(fingular ddight in i^]*tue, frequently 
4akes joccafion to denounce vengeance, 
or priamife happi^dfe, when fome noto« 
rious evil is cdmnntted) or fome laudable 
good performed* Andwas there nota 
moft notorious evil committed here^-«-^ » 



*^ BuT^ fuppoling the turpitude and 
immoraKty of the a^tioti to be very e* 
nortnous, and fuch ag. dcfenrcd feme fig^ 
nal vengeance, the vengeance, it is ob** 
jefted, was niifappUed. For Ham a- 
LONE offended: Cakaan was inno- 
.CENT.-^My Iprd is not fure that Ca^ 
K AAN was innoceat ^though he afllats It 
pretty confidently. — If his lordlhip was 
unacquainted with the H£BK£w, h« 
will fcarcely be thought qualified to pro- 
uofunce fo peremptorily, concerning a 
cafe related in that language. Ifhisiord^ 
{hip was unacquainted with the original, 
he ads fomewhat unfairly, in faying. 
This notion is not only without, but a« 



I 
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gainft the expreis autliorky of the text% 
For he muil kaow, that it receives fi>aae 
counteaance eren from the text itfelf* 
I would >y no meaas o^ead your hdy- 
ihip's eyes with any rugged figures or 
uncouth quotations. Butyoumay ven« 
f ure to believe me, whdn I aiTure you, 
that the moft exad traafladon of G^k* 
ix» 24. is, Noah knew what his sok 

HAD DONE. TO HIM, THE Or THAT 
LITTLE 0N£« HaM COUId UOt fo pfO^ 

perly be ililed th£ uttle qne; ^cc 
he was. the middlemoft, aQd is alws^ys 
placed in that order; Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth, But the dcfcription agrees 
perfe£tty well with Canaan^ the grand** 
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An of Noah: and it was cuftomary a- 
mong jhe Jews to call the grand-chit 
dren the fons of their grandfather. Ca- 
naan, it is added, *wa^ alonI ctjR- 
s£D. — ^Tlie \pords would run fmoother^ 
if tranfpoied in this manxter: Canaant 
ALONE was cuksed. As for the faA, 
that wants fome better confirmation thas 
my lord's bare afleition. To me it is 
evident, that Bam was not ^exempted 
from the ciu-fe. What ? if it did not 
fall upon him in perfon ? Yet, to be pu- 
nilhed in his offspring muft be very af* 
feding, and no lefs affli^ng<— «— 

^< Wheee is the canity of corfing a 
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peoi^e that are yet unborn ? Does not 
this contradid all our notions of order 
and jufticc? ■ ■ It may be contrary to 
our notions, atleaft it would be unjufti- 
fiable in our practice; but is quite o- 
therwife with regard to the all-feeing ^ 
God. Is it not agreeable to the ftrid- 
eft rules of juftice, for amagiftrate, when 
he has heard th« witneflfes, fummed up 
the evidence, and found the prifoner 
guilty — is it not agreeable to the ftrift- 
eft rules of juftice, tbpafs fentence up- 
on fuch a crijuinal ? The queftlon can 
admit of no doubt. Yet it is equally cer- 
tain, that this was the very cafe, with re- 
ference to the Su p R E M E J u D 6 E, and 
B 
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tbofe finners the Canaajtite s.*— — - 
They pradiXed thie groffefl: and 'mod in- 
human idolatries. They abandoned 
themfelves to the naoffi horrid immorali- 
ties: fuch as violated nature; confoun- 
ded all order; and fuch as it would be 
ihocking even to mention.— Now all 
thefe provoking crimes were prefent to 
the view of Him, by whofe infpiration 
Noah fpake. He faw them with the 
fataie circumftaatial exadnefs, as if they 
had been already perpetrated.— • Let us 
take thefe very important particulars in- 
to confideration, the exceffive wickednefis 
of thofe nations, and the all-forefeeing 
difcerninent of Jehovah, and then who 
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Wift dare to infinuate, that the everlaft- 
ing Sovereign aded iinjuftly; that he 
kunched the lightnings of his indignati- 
on in an arbitrary manner, or upon an 
innocent people?— Who will be fo pre- 
cipitate as to affirm.with my lewd. That 
fto other writer but at' Jew could im- 
pute to the oeconomy of Divine Pro- 
vidence the accomplifliment of fuch a 
predidion ; nor make the Supreifae Be- 
ing the executor of fuch a ctirfe ? 

** The former of tliefe circnmftances 

will fet in a proper light what his lord- 

fliip calls The cruelties committed by 

Joshua in the conqueft of the Ca- 

B 2 
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^ NAANiTEs. It will make them appear 
to be acU of righteous vengeance; a 
much needed and moft defirable extir- 
pation of a peftilent people; altogether 
as ferviceable to the public as it was for- 
merly, to deftroy the wolves from our 
illand; or as it is, at prefent, to ddiver 
over fome flagitious malefactors to the 
fentence of thelaw.T— Yetthe e^cecution 
of tliis vengeance was delayed, year after 
year, century after century. The feed 
of Abraham, for feveral ages, were not 
permitted to ent^x" upon the poffeffion of 
their deflined inheritance; becaufe the 
iniquity of the Amorites,' which was 
the caufc of their extermination, was npt 
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yet fiill.— Does it iheti befpeak the xiiart 
of integrity,' to reprefent thofc proceed* 
ings of Jo SHU A, under the abhorred i* 
mage of cruelties j which were ads of 
a juftice, exemplary, falutary, and great- 
ly to be rcveredMs it becoming an ho- 
fieft enquirer after truth, to fuggeft, 
Ivithout the leaftfliadow of proof, a felf- 
iih and malignant reafon, for the deftnlc^ 
tion of the Canaanites; when a rea- 
fon, the moft equitable in its natutc, the 
tnoft beneficial in its confequences, is 
cxprefsly and repeatedly aiBgned by the 
lacred hiftorians?— This I refer to .your 
ladyfliip's decifion, who, I am fure, wifl 
not err on theuncharitable extreme ; yet 
B 3 
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I believe you will find it difficult, with all 
your good nature, to acquit the author 
of thefe letters from thecjiarge of difin- 
genuity. 

" My lord fays. Who docs not fee, that 
the curfe and the puniihment fell up^ 
on Canaan and his pofterity, exclufive 
of the reft of the pofterity of Ham?—^ 
The punifliment was not confined to Cat 
N AAN and his pofterity ; it reached the 
other defendants of Ham ; Mis kaiic 
himfelf, the father of the EGypTiANs, 
excepted. Canaan, it is true, is par- 
ticularly mentioned;— <-becaufe he was 
(as from this very circumftance is ex- 
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trproely probable) an accomplice with 
Ham, in the breach of filial duty j-— be^ 
caufe this branchof the family was more 
than ordinarily corrupt, nay, beyond 
soeafure; vicious ; — becaufe th^CAN a an- 
jTf;s were, in the firfi; place, and in the 
fiiOeft manner, to fee} the effeds of the 
ciirfe-— ~And Moses, being charged 
•witk a commiffion to execute the ven- 
geance on this people only, had no occa- 
fioa to concern himfelf with any other, 
Jfjft as the fheriff of a county, demand- 
ing thebody of a condemned malcfador, 
produces the dead-warrant for his execu- 
tion, without intermeddling, or think- 
ing himfelf under any neceifity to in- 

B4 
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termeddle with the other prifoners In 

* Our authw now proceeds to ihew, 
^ that the curfe was executed as well as 

* pronounced; after which hetakes oc- 
' caiion to mention fome of the perfe6fcH 
^ ons of the facred writings, and con- 
^ eludes with exerting the lady, to 
^ lvhomhewrites,to cultivate anintimate 

* familiarity with thism: but the extrads 
^ we have already given will enible our 

* readers to form a proper judgment of , 
^ the whole performance/ 

/■' 

TijE reverend Mr. Whaley, vic^ 
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#f St. SEPULCHREi's, Northampton, 

L ]ias publifhed, by way of fupplement to 

this piece, A vjnpicatip'N of the e- 

VIDENCES AND AUTHENTICITY OB 
j rSfUE aOSPEI>, FROM THE OBJECTI- 
ONS OF THE LATE ' XX)RD . BOLIN-* 
RROK£« 

Next year he publkhed his iermonr 
called The cross of Christ, the 
XIbrii^tian's glory, which he preach- 
^at the vifitatioh of the reverend John 
Brown, D. D. Archdeacon of North^, 
AMPTON,. at Ai-l-Saints church in 
that town. This was publiflied for the 
^nefit of a poor dif^afed child. He 
B 5 
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had before compofed a fermon on Th^ 

MINISTRY OF RECpNCIJ-IATION, which 

he could never be prevailed, upon to 
publifh in his life time. This fennoja 
fliews the merciful tendency of the gof^ 
pel; and that it is the duty of minifters, 
as ambaffadors for Christ, to preft men 
to accept this treaty, as offered by hina 
while upon earth. 

In 1753 ^^ wrote a Recommenda- 
tory Preface to BURNHAM*S PIOUS ME- 
MORIALS, OR THE POWER OF*. RELIGI- 
ON ON THE MIND IN SICKNESS AND 
DEATH^. 
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Ik 1755 ^^^ publiflied his Theron 
aRb' AsPAsio, in three vols .8vo. of 
which the reviewers give the foUowiE^ 
account. 

" Some oftheprincip;d points which 
Mr. Hervey endeavours to vindicate, 
iHuftrate, and apply, in this work, are 
thofe that follow: The beauty and ex- . 
ceUency of the fcriptures — The ruin and 
depravity of human nature — ^Its happy 
recovery, founded on the atonement, and 
effeded by the fpirit, of Christ. But 
th4r grand article, and which makes, the 
principal figure in his work, is the impu- 
ted righteoufnefs of Christ j an article 
B 6 
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, which he thinks eminent for its impor- , 
tance, little underftpod, and lefs regartir 
ed. . 

" By Christ's righteoufnefe he un- 
derftands all the various inftances of his 
a^ve and pailive obedience: by the 
word IMPUTED he would fignify, that 
this righteoufaeiS) though performed by 
our Lord, b placed to our account^ 
reckoned, or adjudged by God a$ our 
own i infomuch that we may plead it, 
rely on it for th§ pardon of our fins, for 
adoption into his family, 3nd for the en* 
. joyment of life eternal* 
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*^ This do£bine Mr. Hervey ear- 
neftly contends for : but whether his se* 
prefentation of it be agreeable to truth, 
or fuch as does honour to the gofpel-dif- 
peniation, vfc leave it to his readers to 
determine ; and ihall only obferve, upon 
the performance in general, that who- 
ever perufes it with attention, and with- 
out prejudice, will find in it all the marks 
of a benevolent, and weU^iifpofed mind, 
^catly concerned for the advancement 
of the interefts of virtue and religion. 
A judi<;ious and' confiderate reader, in- 
deed, will not often find occafion to en- 
tertain a very liigh opinion of the av* 
thor*s judgment, but he will dways 
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have juft reafon to think favourably of ^ 
his heart. 

" The defcriptive part of the workis^ 
in many places^ entertaining and inge- 
nious* Mr. Hervey difcovers an ex- 

o 

treme fondnefs for the beauties of nature, 
takes great pleafurc in delineating and 
difplaying them, and endeavours to lead 
the minds of his readers from the coniL- 
deration of them, to the contemplation 
of thdr divine Author, and the method* 
of his providential government and ad^ 
miniftration. He introduces moft of 
his dialogue* with defcriptions of fome 
of the amiable fcenes of the creation* 
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And though his tranfitionsfromthefe to 
the main fubjeds of his work are not al- 
ways perfectly natural, yet this part of 
the performance will afford moil enter- 
tainment to the generality of its readers, 
and be an agreeable relief from theargU" 
mentativepart of it j wherein our fenfi^ 
tive faculties, to fay nothing of the ra-? 
tional, ^e lefs concern^'. ^ 

** To diverfify the work too, fhort 
&etches of philofophy are occaiionally 
introduced, eafy to be underfiood, and 
calculated to entertain the imagination^ 
as well as to improve the heart j more 
particularly to difplay the wife and bene* 
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ficent deiign of Providence, in the varK^ 
eus appearances, and numberlefs produce 
tions of thfe material world.?* 

Tn 1756 he wrote a letter, which is 
prefixed to Mr. Marshall's Gospel 

MY»T£JLY OF SANCTIFICATION, aS HO 

improper fTopplenaeirt; to: TnERaN ano 
AsPAsio. But* in a letter prefixed 
to the fomrth edition of Biihop Fow- 
ler's DesiciN of Christ I ANixr, &c. 
pubfifhed in 17595 both Mr. MARs«ALii 
and Mr* Hervey are animadverted 
on. Some paflages in Theron and 
AspAsio gave ofience likewife to thofd 
who were attached in general to th$ 
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author's own favourite fyftem of Cal* 
vanifm: the Armenians too otje^led 
to that work, and Mr. John Wesjley 
in particular, with foine others, wrote a- 
gainft it. It is hone of the leaft inftan^t 
ces of our author's good fenfe, that he nq* 
ver gave into any of the enthufiafiic no- 
tions of the Methodifts. He aUb pub* 
Uflbed three fermons in 1757, preached 
on the late publick faft-days. To the 
third edition, which cameoutin 1 7509 af^ 
ter our author's death, were added his vi- 
fitation fermon before mentioned, his 
pofthumous fermon on The ministry 
OF regonqiliation, and his. Conside- 

JLATIONS ON THE PREVAILING CUSTOI* 
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. OF viffiTiNG ON Sundays. He like- 
wife publifhcd ia 1757 a new edition 
of JjENKs'i? Meditations, to which 
he wrote a ftrong rtoommendatoiy 
preface^ 

In 1757 he becam^ a member of 
the affemUy forChriiSan improvement, 
which was goveraed by the twelve fol- 
lowing very good rules, though thofo 
would not be convenient for every fo* 
ciety. 

J- • 

THAT this aflemWy cotifift of no 
more than ten or twelve at the utqaoft. 
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left an increafed number fliould produce 
confuiion or difienfions; and that each 
member, in order to prevent any fimf- 
ter reflexions from the inconfideratc or 
vicious^.be cautious of menticming to 
any others that he belongs to fuch an 
affembly.-^And that each member be- 
fore he fets out, ajid on his return, do 
ufe the forms of prayers which are fpe- 
cifiM in the Minutes, and particularly 
adapted to this occa£oxi. 



II. 



That no one Ihall be admitted a 
member, who.has not been propofed by 
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the cfaairmah at the preceding affeni- 
Wy,— or who fhall be difapproved of by 
any two members on a ballot, which 
fhall alwaysbe takenon fuch occafions, 
how unanimous foever the membefs 
may feem to be beforehand. ^ 

IH. 

That the members ffiall be regifier- 
ed alphabetically in the Mimltes of the 
affembly's proceedings, and that the 
chairman of the day, be appointed regu- 
larly, according to that lift j fo that no. 
mifuuderftanding may arife about pre- 
cedence J and that a treafurer be ekdf- 
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td annually, the firft Tuefday in Janu- 
ary. 

. IV, 

That the affembly meet on the firft 
Tuefday in every month during the 
liimmer-feafon, pundually at twelve o* 
dock ; and on the moon-light Tuefday^ 
during the wintcr-icafon, exadly at ten^ 
at fuch inn as IhaU from time to ,time 
be a^eed on by the majority ; and that 
dinner be ready precifely at two in the 
fummer, and one in the winter. 



V. 



That as foon as the affembly i^ met, 
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the names of the prefent members (hall 
be entered in the Minutes, and the for- 
feits (if there be any due) depofited in 
the charity-purfe.— After which the 
chairman 111 all inquire, if the prayers, as 
agreed iipon by the aiFembly, and ea- 
tbred in their Minutes, have been pro-- 
perly ufed by each member at his own 
home. Then the chairman fhall, in a 
fhort charge, or exhortation, remind his 
srfTGciates- of the importance of fuch a 
meeting, and enumerate the good ef- 
fects which the felefted chapters, if 
rightly improved, may produce. 
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Vl. 

The chairiiian {hail then read the 
chapter in the Old Teftament in Eng- 
lilh, and fhall paufe at the end X)f every 
verfe, that my one who pleafes may 
make fuch inquiries and reflexions as 
may occafionally arlfe; but that no two 
perfons fpeak at a time ; and if two ac- 
cidentally begin, the chairman fhall di- 

reft which is to go on.- -And that e-^ 

very member ihall, againft the next 
meeting, (end to the chairman whate- 
ver obfervation of his on the chapter of 
the day the members then prefent had 
dcfired to hayc entered in their Minutes ; 
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by which method many ufeful obferva- ^ 
tions may be prefcrved: And in cafe a- 
ny verfe fliall not be cleared of its diffi- 
culties to the fatisfaftion of the prefent 
memberg, theTaiii verfe fliall be reconfi- 
dered at the next meeting. 

vn. 

At three o'clock precifely, during 
the fununer^feafon, (no more- than an 
hour being allowed for dining) the 
chairman fliall proceed in reading a chap- 
ter in Greek orut of the New Teftament, 
to be commented on in like manner as. 
, that out of the Old. But in the win- 
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^er-feafon, when the affembly meet at 
ten, the chapter both in the CMd as well 
aa the New Teftament fhall be read be- 
fore dinner; and after dinner no other 
'^ufinefs than that fpecified in the ninth 
Article fliall be entered on. . 

VIII. 

•Tha^ tht two chapters to be tonfi-- 
-dered by the affembly at their next 
meeting be previoufly appointed before 
the adjournment of every affembly, ei- 
ther by the fucceeding chairman, if pre- 
fent, or in cafe of his abfence, by the 
majority j of which chapters the abfent 
C 
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members fliall have timely notice fen* 
them in writing* ' 

IX. 

That at every meeting (as time per- 
mits) each member, in an alphabetical 
order, fliall be d^fired to give an ac- 
count of fome religious author, (which 
be has read in the preceding month) 
in as cpncife and fuccinft a manner as 
poffible. 

X. 

That, at every meeting, half a crown 
fliall be given by each member for cha- 
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ritable ufes; and that, at the end of the 
year, the money fliall be expended in 
clothing or educating fuch poor per- 
fons, or relieving Juch incurables, as the 
members in their alphabetical order Ihall 
recommend to the aiTembly. 

XL 

That every member who- is abfent, 
though occafioned by the moil urgent 
bufinefsy-^or even indifpofition, (unlefs 
fuch indifpofition fliall continue longer 
than a month), fliall pay half a crown 
towards the charity-purfe, and one fliil- 
Ung and fixpence towards the dinner, 
C 2 
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in the fame manner as if be had h&^a 
prefcnt. 

XIl. 

That the alfembly break tip by fe- 
ven in the fummer, and by four in the 
winter; and -that each member, on hfe 
return home, ufe the form of prayer 
which is fpecified in our Minutes, and 
peculiarly adapted to this occafion. 

We whofe names are underwritten, 
have this day (being the feventh day of 
July 1747) fubfcribed our affent to thefc 
rules and orders, as witnefs our hands. 
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As no one could be admitted into this 
fociety byt what underflood the Greek 
language^it could be but of little ufe 
comparatively with the plan and pro- 
ceedings of the religious fociety efta- 
bliihed at Truro iii Cornwall, Con- 
fining of two clafles, into one of which 
BO woman could Ik: admitted, and into 
tbe other no. unmarried nlan could be 
admitted, it confifting 6nly of married 
men, their wives, and other women,, 
each clafs meeting every other week al- 
ternately : This fociety being greatly 
recommended by Mr.. Hervey, we 
here give the reader the rules by which 
k wasgovcrhed, hoping that? they iBay 
C 3. . 
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be extenfively ufeful, by making others 
foUaw their praife-worthy example^ 



AS the fole defign of this fociety is 
to 'promote real holinefs in heart an^ 
life, every member of it is to have this 
continually in view, trufting in the <K- 
vine power, and gracious conduft of his 
Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to excite, advance, and perfe^ 
all good in us. 

11- 
That in order to the being of one 
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heart, and one mind, and to prevent 
all things which gender ffiifes j as well 
as to remove all occafion of offence 
froioi being taken agalnft this fociety, 
no perfon is to be admitted a member, 
or allowed to continue fuclr, who is a 
member of any other meeting, or fol- 
lows any other preaching than that, of 
the eftaUiihed minifiry of the church 
of England. ^That none be mem- 
bers but fuch as attend the facrament 
every month, and that no perfon be at 
any time introduced except by requeft 
of the direfton 

C4- 
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III. 

That no perfon be adicnitted a mem- 
ber but upon the recommendation of 
the direAor, with the confcnt of the 
ro^ority of mepibers.then prefent.-— «* 
And that the difector be the Rev. Mr*, 
W . 

That the members of diis focicty 
meet together one evening in a week 
at a convenient place, and that they go 
home at nine o'clock.— ~- And that all 
matters of bufinefs be done before the 
fentences begin.- 
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'V, ./ 

That every member give conflaixt 
attendance, and be prefent at the hour 
of meeting precifely. — ^And thit who- 
ever abfents Mmfelf four meetings to* 
getter, vrithout giving a fiti^h&oty ac* 
(»unt to the direftor, which flxall by 
him be communicated to the fociety, 
fltall be looked upon as difafiefted to 
the fociety^ 

VL 

That, to preventtonfofion, no Ijer* 
tbn be removed froto this fociety birt. 
by the diredor, who ihall b^ fofcfefit da. 
C 5 
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firch dccafiohs.— That any member do 
beforehand apply to the direftor, in 
cafe be judges fiich removal neceffary* 
That a diforderly carriage, or a proud, 
contentious, difputing temper, (the 
greateft adverfary ta Cfariftian love and 
peace) be fufficient ground for fudt 
complaint and removals 

vn. 

That all the members, confidering 
the fad confequences of vanity and a- 
mufements over the nation, do in cha- 
rity to the fouls of others, as well as to 
^void the danger of fugh things them* 
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felves, look upon themfelves as obliged 
to ufe peculiar caution, with refpeft to 
jnany of the ufual amufements, howe- 
ver innocent they maybe, or be thought 
ki themfelves^ fuch as cards, dancings, 
clubs for entertainment, play-houfes> 
^orts at feflivals and parifh-feafis, and, 
as much aS; may be, pariih«-feafts them- 
felves j— left by joining herein they 
ihould be a hindrance to themfelves, or 
their neighbours. 

That, with the confent of the di- 
r^ftor, the major part of the fociety 
C d 
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have power to make a aew order when: 
need requires, but that the propo£d (at 
this purpofe be made by the diredor». 
And that any member may confiilt the 
diredtor hereupon befm« the day oi 
meeting. 

That perfons difpofed to^ become 
members of this fodety muft firft be 
propofed by the diredor, in order that 
the members of the fociety may ohfervc 
their conduft for the fpace of three 
months before adnuttance. 
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That every member do confid^r 
bimfelf as peculkrly ol^iged to live ia '■>',% 

an ino£Eenfivci and orderly manner, to 
the glory of God and the edifying hits 
neighbours.— r-That he ftudy to ad*- 
vance in himfelf and others humility, 
faith in our Lord Jfisus Christ, love 
to God, gofpel repentance, and new o- 
bedience^ wherein Chnfiian edification 
confiHs. — ^And tha^, in all his coAver- 
fetion hereupon, he ftick dofe to the 
plain and obvious fenfe of Aeholyfcrip- 
tures, carefully avoiding all niceties an4 
refinements upon them* 



1 
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That thefe orders fhall be read over 
at leaft four times in the yesur by the 
diredor ; and that with inch delibiera^ 
tion, that each member may have time 
ix>^ examine himfelf by X4iem. 
... '^ ; 

XIL. 

That the members of this fociety da 
meekly and humbly join together in 
the offices of devotion which are ap- 
pointed to be ufed weekly at the meet!- 
ing of the fociety* 



M R. J A M E S H E H r E T. 6f 

His labours both in his minifterial 
office and in his ftndy were pnrfped 
by him as long as pbflible, under the 
diladvantage of a very weak. confd- 
tution of body, which, together with 
the feverity of his laft illnefs, he fup- 
ported not only with incredible pa- 
tience, but without a fingle expreffion 
of peeviflinefs. That illnefs^ which had 
been long coming on, greatly increafed 
in the beginning of Octobek 1758*, 
and grew very formidable in Decem* 
BER/ojJgwing, fo that he foon became 
fenfible of his approaching diflfolution. 
He had frequent and violent returns of 
the cramp, attended with moft acute 



gain ; he bad alfo a heftic cough, whicfc 
Broke his reft in the night,, fo that he 
wuld fe)<fem lie in bed till^fbur in the 
morning, and was oftemobliged to rife 
at two> efpccially as opium^ how much 
foev^rguarckdby o(b6r medicibes,would'^ 
not agree with him* Ofi the nineteenth 
the pains of his body abated, andie gre* 
^^wfy and lethargic ; but in the night 
following his ifmitediate death w^s ap^ 
greCcnded. The next day, the twenti* 
eth, his phyfidan^ Mr. Stonhou se, de- 
clared^ that in his opinion Mr* HeJ^veyh 
conld hot live above three or fwir diaysi 
The day before his death he went i 
few fteps acrblk-his. room, but prefent^ 
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ly his ftrength failed him, fo that he ra- 
ther funk than feU down ; but he faint- 
ed away, and was in all appearance dead. 
When he came to himfelf, and his; bro- 
ther faid^ We were afraid, you was gone,, 
he anfwered, I wiflx I had; On Ghri st- 
MAS-DAY he complained much of a. great 
iaward confli<3:,. and l^idtwo^or three 
times, when this great conflift is over, 
then— ^but faid no more. About three 
o' clock he faid. The great conflid is o- 
\£r— now all is done; after which he 
fcarce fpoke any other words intelHgiUy,. 
except now andthenPreciousfalvation. 
During the laft hour, he faid nothing,, 
but leaned ^s head agaiofi: the fide of 
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an eafy-chair, and without a figh,groanf> 
ftniggk, or the leafi emotion in the 
world, he fhiit his eyes, andexpired, be<- 
twcQn^four and five in the afternoon, on 
Christmas-day, 1758, in the forty- 
fifth year of his age. When his body 
was conveyed tothnrch, it was covered, 
by his exprefs defire, with the ffoor^s 
pall, and he was buried under the mid- 
dfe of the communion-table in the 
chancel of Weston-Favel church on 
the twenty^eighth, in the prefence of 
.a numerous congregation, full of regret 
ier the lofs of fo excellent a pafter. ' It 
may be faid of him, that few lives have 
ever bceu more heavenly, few deaths 
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tnore tnimphant. Jn charity, though 
he had fome few equals, yet it is certain 
he had no fuperior: for it was hiis defire 
to die juft even with the world, aJwayd 
faying,! wfll be my own executor ; and 
his fund ahnoft expired with hislife, the 
little that did remain he defiring might 
be given m warm clothing to the poor 
in that lev ere feafon* In his perfor* 
mance of the public fervice at churck, 
two particulars are very obfervable^ 

When his weaknefs obliged him 
to fhorten his fermons, he concluded 
each head with a pertinent text of 
feripture, defiring his. congregation to 
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turn to their bibles, and double, down: 
•hat text. Now, added he, my dear 
brethren, if you forget my fermon, you 
cannot forget Go d*s 'word in this 
text, unlefs you wilfully throw your bi* 
b|e6 alide } fliew thefe to your children, 
to the abfentpart of your family, when 
you return homCi This'Obliged the gei^ 
Berality of his hearers to bring their bi- 
bles. His method of catechifing chil** 
dren in church wa& very engaging and: 
ufeful. He would put little queftions 
to them, after they had repeated the 
words of the catechifm: ai^for inftance, 
Well, my Httle maid, let me hear if you^ 
underftand what you faid}*if you do un-. 
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^^erft and the ra eaning of thefe words, you 
will then be able to anfwer the queftion^ 
1 fliall put to yout He would at thefc 
times afknotoftly fuchqueftions as were 
Suitable to the words of the catechifm, 
but alfo fuch as would ftrike at the capi- 
tal vices of (he pariihoners, yet without 
giving perfonal^oflfence: thus, fome of 
his pariihoners having lain in bed on a 
Sunday morninglonger than he appro-* 
-ved, and others having been bufy in fod- 
dering their cattlewheri he was coming 
to church, and feveral having frequent- 
ed the ale-houfe ; he thus catechifed one 
-of the children before the congregation ; 
Repeat me the fourth commandment— ^ 
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Now, my little man, do you underftand 
the meaning of this commandment ? Yes, 
Sir — Then if you do, you will be able to 
anfwer me thefe queftions — ^Do thofe 
keep holy the fabbath-day , who lie in bed 
till eight or nine o'clock in the morning, 
inftead of riling to fay their prayers and 
read the bible ? No, Sir— Do thofe keep 
the Sabbath-day, who fodder their cat- 
tle, when other people are going to 
church? No, Sir Does God Al- 
mighty blefs fuch people as go to ale- 
houfes, and do not mind the inftrufti- 
ons of theiT minifter? No, Sir. 

In point of learning, though not in 
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the firfl: clafs of fcholars, yet he was far 
from beiiag deficient. He was mafter * 
of the three learned languages, and well 
read in the claflics, of which tiie bible 
was his particular favourite: he efteem- 
ed it as the beft, and thumbed it mod: 
liie was a critic in Hebkew, which i$ 
found only in the bible, and delighted 
io it. In the younger part of his life 
he wrote fome copies of verfes, which 
Ihewed no contemptible genius for poe- 
try. 

He cftablilhed a weekly ledure eve-^ 
ry Wednesday evening, as well at 
preaching twice on Sunday; but in the 
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latter part of his life, his health wa» 
fo impaired, that he could only preach 
once on Sunday; and the laft year of 
his life he was not able to continue his 
Wednesday lefture, which gave hina 
great uneafinefej. but he encouraged all 
his parifhoners, and other feridus Chrifb- 
ians, to refort to. him, and convetk free- 
ly about their eternal interefts. He al- 
ways preached without notes, and to a ■ 
very crouded audience j but when he 
drew near his end, his ftrength failed hint 
fo much, that after explaining and divid- 
ing his text, he gave them a few particular 
texts to read at home, and concluded 
with an earneft exhortation, as before 
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mentioned. This was falling into a good 
Calvaniftical praftice of the famous old 
reformers. . He made it his conftant 
praAice to level his dilcourfes to the ca»- 
pacity of the meaneft of his hearers, and 
aever to flioot over their heads. In this 
he imitated thfe great Luther, who 
faid, If in my preaching I were to pay 
any regard to Philip Melancthon^ 
and other learned divines, then I fliould 
do little good. I preach'in the plain- 
eft manner to the illiterate, and that 
gives content to all. He always kept 
up the worfliip of God in his own fa*- 
mily, and when he went abroad to vi- 
fit, always introduced fomething that af- 
D 
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forded inftruftion and confelation 10 
thofe about him ; nay, even in his own 
family, at his different nieals^his difcour- 
fes always tended to edificatiob,as he was 
never without his biWe, or Greek tefta« 
ment ^which were always hisconipanions« 
He was of a moftchearful and engaging 
temper, and had a particular turn fen: 
moralising and fpiritiializing almoft up- 
on every fubje£L It was his ufual me*- 
thod never to give any thing to trolling 
idle beggars, obferving, that thofe. who 
fupplied them with money w^re encou- 
ragers of their vices. He always bought 
•the cloaths for -the poor hifhfclf, never 
allowing them to buy them} for which 
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|>urpofe he always applied to fome emi* 

sxcnt pious tradefman, who gave him e* 

very thing atprime-coft, or under; and 

gave large charities to diflrefledperfons^ 

-by fuch means as it was impo^le for 

them to come at the knowledge of the 

donor: and always in his charities obfer* 

ved the Chriftian rule. Not to let his left 

hand know what his right hand did in 

charitable affairs. He made intereft with 

fome of the gentlemen of the faculty, 

when they went through ^e different 

towns and villages where there were no 

regular phyiicians, to give their advice 

to fuch poorperfons asfliouldbe recom* 

mended by the clergyman, or any other 

D 2 
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>j)ious Chriftian ; for he difapproved of 
the clergy* s-intermeddling with phyfic, 
as he thought it was impoffible for them 
to do it with the neceflary requifite j udg- 
mciit. He always got fome pious apo-* 
thecary to furnilhtheproper medicines, 
at prime-coft, and promifed to pay them 
for their trouble. Nor was he lefe foli- 
citous for the fouls of the poor, for he 
gave away a great number of religious 
books, particularly bibles, and always 
inferted thg following Promifes and 
Threatnings o£ the bible in fome of the 
blank leaves, v 
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F R O M I S E S. . 
To be pafted at the beginning of a Bible^ 

GOD hath given us exceeding great and 
frecious promi/ejy that by thefe wemigh{ 
be partakers of the divine nature. 2 Pet. 
i. 4. 

D I V I N E T £ A C H* r K G .. 

ICi. xxix. 1 8. The eyes of the blind fhall 

5 fee out of obfcurity.. 

Jer. x,&xi, 3.4. They fhall all know me, 

from the leaft to the greateft. 
John xiv. 26. The Holy Ghost fhall 

teach you all things* 
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Ifa. Iviii. II. The Lord fhall guide; tkee 
continually^. 

P A R o li* 

Ha. xliii. 25. 1 am lie that blotteth out 

tiiy fins. 
Ha.i. 18. — rSins a&fcarlet-~ihall be white 

as fnow. 
I Pet. ii. 24. Who his own felf bare our 

fins, in his own body, on the tree. 
I John i. 7.— -The blood of jEsuff 

Christ cleanfeth from all.fint 
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JUSTIFICATION. 

Rom. viii» 33, 344— It is God that jut 

tifieth. 
Rom* iii. 21-, 22, 23, 84, -^ Jufiifiied 

freely by his grace. 
Sa. xlv. 24^ 25- — In the Lord I h*ve 

righteoufnefsv 
2 Cor. V. 2 1 . W^ are made the rightc* 

oufnefs of God in Hipa. 

S A N C T I F I C A T 10 N, 

Ezek. xi. 19, 20. I will put a new fpi- 

rit within you. 
Tit^ii* 14. Christ gave himfelf for us, 
D 4 
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that h^ might redeem us from all ini- 
quity. 

Heb*. viii. i o^ 1 1, 1 2. 1 wiU put my laws 
into their mind, and write them in 
their hearts. 

I Theff. V, 23.-— The GO0 of peace 
fanftify — ^your whole fpirit, foul^ 
and body,^ 
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PR O M IS E S. 
. To be paftcd at the end of a Bible; . 

T£MPOllAI« BL£SSlNCrS« 

t 

I 

X, Tim. iv» 8. Godlixiej[& hath the pro*' 
miTe of the life that now isu . 

yiy. zxxvii. j^-rVerily.thou. flialt be 
fed. : . : 

Matt. vi. 33. — Seek firft the kihgdbro 
/ of Gop^ and all things ihall be added,. 

i Tim. vi. I %. Who giveth us all things 
richly to e«>yi^: . : ^ ^ 

0,5 



Hal. x^i. 4. Thougli I pa(s through, 
death, I will fear no evil» 

c N c L u s I o N • 

V 

GOD\Willingmore abundantly tofieviun* 
to the heirs efpromi/e the immt^abitit^ 
of his counfely confirmed it by an oaib^ 
Heb. vi. 17- . 
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No maa had ever fo great a contempt' 
of money as Mr. Hervey^ he efteemed 
it as unworthy of his notice^ any farther 
than as it fumifliedhim with the means 
«f doing good; aninftance of which oc« 
curredjuft a few day^ before his death- 
When he had fettled, an account with a 
fiiefid, wherem a ballance of eighteen 
{hillings coming to him, he delired it 
might be laid out in printing a few hints 
concerning the promoting of religion in 
ourfelyes and others, which were writ* 
ten by Mr. RicH4Rt>s of Northamp- 
ton. He gave directions for fome fmall 
improvements, fo that they might be 
printed upon the fide of a fheet, and hun^ 
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up; The fdlowing is a faithful^sihridg-^ 
axient of them.^ 



BE dways cheafful as^ wdlas fkiotts^ 
that you may win^meD ta religioo^. 



IL 



Av^m aH ccntfoviedies. 



m. 



parties.. 
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T4IK £sum3|arly Cq cbildren aboctte- 
BgioD^as^ delightful employment. Put 
eafy queilions to thern^ and encourage 
them by little prefents. 

PiLAY for all who afiront or injure 
you. ! 

vi:' -^ -; 

Accustom y«urfelf to a regular, 

« 

daily and moderate icourfe of devout re- 
tirement,? and £re<|uent attendance on 
the faerameiit« ' 
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FREauEi»T piiblic worffi^ cyery dayr 
in the week, if ydur bufinefs permie^ 
tod you live in a . ]^6. whor^ it <:au b^ 
done. .5 Jl;.: 

vni. 

Accustom- yourlelf to fecret gjuril^ 
lations in walking, riding, or in what^ 
ever company you Jiappen to^ be^ 



fi'. 



:. Usz frequeqft medilatiea; .HQthipff 
can be more profitable tlta» tbis». * - 
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X. 

Entehtain the highefl regard for 
the word of God, and difperfe religious 
books occafionaUy, if your circumika^ 
ces will pernut^ 

XIv 

Encourage by your influence and 
purfe too, if you can aBford it, fbcieties 
for promoting the go(pel both at home 
and in foreign parts. 

xn. 

Whenever you reprove^ let it bo 



>4 'spH E i I r« or 

tenderly, privately, and with all due hu- 
mility. 

XHL 

FbR tiie refinrmation of {wearing, Ip 
ihg, flandering. Sabbath-breaking, paf- 
fionate, or unchafie perfons, you may 
write out ibme hints on fEjps of papery 
againft any of thofe vices, and give them 
to, or place them in the way of fiick 
perfons.. * 

XI V. 

Make it a rule to have one religious, 
fentenceat leaf): in all the letters you: 
writeto your relations or friends^ 
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XV... 

Crt;A«]>; pe^le, as much as ia you 
fies, agaioft^ntbufiafin and exceflive ti^ 
gours, either as tQ^abfiineace^ oiKOfirer- 
htion ; recommendiiig to them to^ take 
:dl the comfort they can in the. fkuatir 
foa Gozx has placed tbem^. 

XVI; 

Above aH, write down the reafons 
which at any time make you afraid to 
die, and then endeavour by faith, pray- 
er, and converfatioB with experienced 
Chrifiians, to remove the caufes. 
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HjE made it the whole ftudjr of his 
life to improve every talent bis Lori^ 
liad^given him, towards the advance* 
liient of his great Master's interefis iii 
the world, and for the common good 
of mankind, to whdm he bore t&e moil 
benevolent heart. But though this was 
his ruling pa01on, it did not fcreenhjm 
from the malice of mankind; for ant 
anonymous letter^writer fent him one 
by the poft, wherein he told him, That 
his tenetsr were difhonourable to^ God,. 
fiibyerfive of allgofpel-holinefo, and da- 
firuclive even of common morality, and 
very injurious to fociety itfelf, by mar 
king n]u&a melancholy, and regardkfs of 
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bufinefs. It is plain thia writer had ne*' 
ver read what Mr, Hervey had advan* 
ced in his Meditations amongst 
THE TOMBS, volumc fccond, page 124, 
where he obferres. That real religion 
-was never intended to make men re- 
Bounce all converfe with the! world, 
and turn hermits; it was never inten* 
ded to make men idle, and negled their 
bufinds, but to make them induftrious,. 
not out of a princi|)le of avarice, but 
out of confcience, as another worthy di- 
vine has obferved. That a ChriiUan 
Ihould work teith both hands. Religi- 
on was never defigned to extirpate the 
paffions, but to reftrain their irregula- 
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rities } fo that all the different bfanchea 
of trade may be carried oa at the fame 
time that a Chriftian is travelling to 
Heaven : for Chriftianity was never in* 
tended to withold any real pleafure 
from its fincere votaries, Mr. Hejiveit 
was a favourer of Cahraflifm, exadUy 
agreeable to the articles of the chiirck 
of Englanp, which the Arminians 
could by no means relifli t though Mr. 
Hervey was of fo condefccnding a dif- 
' pbfition, that he always declared he was 
ready to retraft and alter any fentiment 
which was in the leaft liable to objec- 
tions. This jhewed the goodnefs of 
kis heart, which is the only thing that 
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"will avail US at that great day, when the 
learned, the wife, and the mighty dif* 
puters of this world, ihall ftand for e- 
verfpeechlefs and confounded. Inihort^ 
, Mr. Herv&y may be looked upon as a 
fort of miracle in our age, when wc 
confider the holinefs of hjs life, and his 
4Q6ft exemplary behavioun 

I 

\ The following is an abilraft from a, 

fermbn, preached on Mn Hervey*s 

death, by W. Romaine, A. M. ledurer 

of St* Dunstan's in the Weft, Lon- 

\ 

4>ON, 

«« IF I were to draw the charader of 



*' this excelleat msui, I would coniider 
^ him in the feveral relations in which 
*^ he ftood to God and man, and would 
** exhort you to follow him, fo as he 
" followed Christ* But the con[ipafs 
" of this difcourfe will not fuffer me to 
>** enlarge. I can only juft bbferve fome 
** particular inflances, from whence it 
** will evidently appear that he had 
*' feen the falvation of God. He had 
^* a clear view of it by the eye of faith, 
" and was able to ad faith upon it, for 
'^ his was a faith working by love. We 
" LOVE God, fays th^ beloved apoftle, 

** BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US ;^ bc- 

" caufe we know by faith that he firft 



^ loved us : fo that our love is the re- 
" flex aft of his love to us. And* Mr, 
" He^vey had great e;cperience of 
** God's love to him, and therefore his 
*^ heart was full of love to God; and 
:" out of the abundance of his heart his 
" mouth fpake. There was fuch a 
« fweetnels of heart-love upon his 
^, tongue, that he ufed to fpeak of the 
•Move of the adorable REriEEMER,likc 
** one who had feen him face to face in 
'^* the fulnefs of his glory. He would, 
<* with all the power of language and 
,f* digpiity of fentiment, ^eak for a long 
*^ tin»e together in praife of the ever- 
." bleffed Saviour. But you might 
£ 



i 



** plainly fee, thtjugh every body elfc 
" was pleaied, yet he was not fatisficd 
*^ with what he bad iaid. H-e thought 
** he had riot faid enough, and what ht 
** had faid fell far below his Lokd's aae- 
^* rit. !3ttt ftiU fee w>uld try sigain, 
.*^ and indeed was never weary* Yon 
^ could not hear him fpeak for any 
^^ time upon this his ikvourite fui^ed, 
^^ without being convinced that he felt 
** what he i&id} and if you had any 
** love of God, when you went into 
" his company, his coDverfation would 
*' inflame it. He had an excellency, 
** which I never faw to fo gi^eat a de- 
** gree in any other perfon^ He never 
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f * let an opportunity flip of fp^kipg of 
** fthe love of Christ. He would take 
** occafioB from the n4o^ common/in'* 
'* ddent, and yet it woi^ not.^fiiear 
^ fi)rced: jfar he had a woindeFfiplrta* 
.^^ Iccyt ^t i(piriibualizing aji^ improving 
** Whatjsy^ happened about himj by 
*♦ ^hich mc^ns he hindered-the conyen* 
>* fetion from turning upon trifling 
^^ matters, and» at the fame time, kept 
** iC up with fpirit and ufefulnefe^ H»- 
« vingiet the Lord always before hinn 
** he fiiw tibe Ipve of Goi> in every 
^* thiurg, and therefore it i$ not to-be 
** wondered that all obje<5bj ^nd events 
fliould give him occaiion to fpeak of 
E 3 



<c 
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•< it. In his laft ficknefs it contimiefl 
" ftill te be his favourite th^mej for 
•'* whenever my friend, who was much 
'^* with lum, came into the room, he 
^^ w'ould begin to talk of the love jof 
"Christ, and of the ^eat tilings 
** wluch jChrfst had don€ foif Irim^ 
*^ until his breath failed him j and as 
" ibori as he had recovered himfelf a. llt- 
-^* tle,he w6uld proceed upon the fame 
** fweet fubjed; fo that he might have 
"ttuly applied to himfelf the words of 
"the prophet,— My mouth shall be 

" TELLING OF THY RIGHTEOUSKESS 
" '»ANJ> 01? THY SALTATION ALL THTE 
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^*' DAY LONG j: FOR 1 KNOW NO^ END 
" THSREOF* 



" This heart-love to God appeared 
^^ evidently in every part of his charac- 
^f ter% Asa ntinifter, his faith wrought 
" by love to the fouls of men in all the 
^ of&ces of his fundion* While his* 
^ he^th permitted him., he watched 
" like a faithful fhepherd over his flock. 
*^ He ufed to vifit them from houfe to» 
" houfe, and to fpeak freely to them ofi 
", the ftate of their fouls ; and when the 
" weaknefs of his body obliged him to 
** drop thefe religious vifits, he would. 
*^ often grieve, that he could not be 

^ 3 



io6 r n K LiFt ojE 

*' more ufeful^ and would fpeak with 
" great concern and uneafincfe of his 
'^ not being able to preach oftener, and 
*^ to do more for Chri st. In. the pul- ^ 
** pit he was fervent and e^neft ^mth 
** his people, and would often exert 
** himfelf beyond his flrength : for he* 
" preached the great do^rines of falva- 
^ tion ai5 one who* had expcrienfeed the 
^ poW«r of then>. It was manifeft to 
" all who heard him, that he felt what 
** he fpake. And when we fpeak what' 
** we know, and teftify what we have 
** fecn, then Goi> blefies this experi- 
** mentsd preachings He puts a divine 
** power and energy into it, and rea- 
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**' ders it ^jfFeftnal to awaken fixmers, to 
** comfort thecv that mourn for fin, 
** and to edify and build up the faith- 
^ fuJ. Mr» Hbrvjby had many happy 
^ proof3 of the ni5ef ulnefa of hi& preach- 
** ing for, ea«h of thefe purpofes^ and- 
*f therefore he did not think ifr cnoug-Ii 
" to preach once a*week on the Lord's 
^ day, but he.fet up. a weekly ledure at 
^ Weston-Favill, which was yery^ 
*• wcU attended, and was blcfied to raa- 
** ny of his i^ighbours, who wiU be his^ 
** glory and crown of rejoicing in the 
** prcfence of the LOR0 Jesus Cams^Ti 
** at his coming. 
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*' He did not forget that he was a 
" minifter in his .own honic ; for he 
** called his family together twice a-day 
^' to ferve God. It 'was* his cuftom in 
'^ the evening, after the fervants had 
•^ read the Pfalms and the fecond lef- 
^^ fon, to explain fome part of what 
'* had been read. In this exercife he 
** would fometimes dwell for half an 
". hour J and when he met with afweet 
*' paffage upon the love of Christ, I 
" have heard him fpeak for three quar* 
" ters of an hour, and then he conclu- 
^* ded with prayer.. 

*' In the mornijig, when the family 
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** were met together^ he. ufed to aik the 
^.* fervants, — Well^ where was our text? 
•" laft ni^t? And after they had re- 
" peated it, he made them give an ac« 
*^ count of what had been faid upon it ; 
** and then he would repeat and enforce 
" his laft night^s difcourfe, concluding 
[^ with prayer* 

" In the aftemoon,when he wascal^ 
*' ed down to tea, he ufed to bring his 
^ Hebrew Bible, or Greer Teftament 
*^ with him^ and would either fpeak up- 
" on one verfe, or upon feveral verfesj, 
f* as occafion offered. This was gene* 
^ xally an. impri^ing feafom The gla* 
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** ry of God is very fddom promoted 
^* a« the tea-table; but it was at Mr.. 
« HfcitVEx's* Drkkiag tea^with hinr 
^ was: like being at an ordinance; for 
« it was fanclificd by the word of G4)iy 
•* and prayer. 

^* As a member of fodety, his fatitS 
" wrought abundantly by love to his 
"neighbour J for he was full of good 
^^ works* Hh charities to the fooc 
" were very large; and that he might 
'^ be liberal to them, he was very fru- 
" gal in his own expences* He chofe 
** rather to clothe the poor, than to give 
" them money. He itfed to ge( fome 
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•* judicious peribn to l«ay liuen, coarfe 
** cIotJT) ftockings, does, &c. for them 
« at the beft hrad, alledj^ing that the 
•^ poor could not buy fo good z com- 
^ modity at the little fliops, and with 
•• driblets of money* I am Gop's ftew- 
^ ard> lays he, for his poor, and I mufr 
^ huibaiid the litde pittance I have ter 
^ befiowupon thjem, and make it go as 
" far as poffible*^ But where money 
** would bd particularly ferviceable to a 
^ family long afflicired with ficknefs, or 
^ to a [»rudent houfekeeper who had 
^ met with great loffes in trade, he 
•* would give five, ten, or fifteen gui- 
^ oeas at a time, taking care it fhould: 
E 6 
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^^ not be knowa from whence the mo*- 



*' ney came. 



\ " Mr» Hervey's income was but 
^^ fmall, and it may be wondered how 
^ he managed it fo wdl as to ha^e fiicb 
^ Aims to fpare for charitaUe ofes ; but 
^^ what money was left^ after the fami* 
^^ ly-expences were. paid, and all tb^ 
^^ profits ariiing from the £de of his 
^^ bpoks, which was a very confiderable 
" fum, he gave away m charity. He 
'^ made it a bank for the poor. And 
" this, fays he, I have devoted to Goj>. 
" I will on no account apply it to any 
" worldly ufes. I write n,ot for ^ pro- 



^ fit or for fame, but to ferve the caufe 
'*' of God j and as he has bleffcd my 
^^ attempt, I think^myfelf bound to re« 
^ liev/e the diflre£fes of my fellow-crea-^ 
^^ tures with the profit that comes from 
•* this quarter- — ^And he is ftill reliev- 
^^ ing them. His was not wilUng that 
*' his charities ihould die with him; for 
^* he ordered all the profit arifing from 
** the future fale of his books to be con- 
^' ftantly applied to charitable * ufes. 
•^ ThuS) having believed in^ God, he 
*« was careful to maintain good works, 

s 

m 

** knowing that thefe things are good 
** and profitable linto. men. 
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^'^ In his private life he was under 
* the influence of the fame fiiith, work* 
•* ing bylove to the wiflancjt" command- 
** Hrents of God% Hi» holy walking^ 
•* was very exemplary. What he fsddy 
•* in words, conccpning^ his intercft in 
•* the 'Hedekmer's righteoufnefi^ he 
^ proved by his^a<5lions ; for he was ve* 
*« ry fenfiUc of the importance of this 
^* fcripture. He that saith he ab!- 

«* DETH TK HIM, bUGHT HIMSELF AX^ 
" SO TO WALK, EVEN AS HE WALK£D«r 

^ (i John ii. 6.) Mr. Her vet walked 
** very dofe after Christ j and found 
^* that the belief of Christ's rightcouf- 
** nefs being imputed to him for his 
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^ jufti£catioo, was fo far from being )i 
^ licendoas dofbrkie, that it infpired 
^ fatu with the nobleft motives to i 
^ grateful obedieBce. Uh holy life 
^^ waft an exceUeat rec^aimeiidation of 
^* his pnncaptes^ for I never faw one 
*^ who came up fo near to th6 icripttire'- 
^^ chara<fber of a Chriitian. Goo had 
^^ enriched him with great gifts, and 
^ with great graces, and had made hioi 
^ hiunble: for he was humbled by the 
^* power of grace. He had been a very 
^* vain proud young man; but the grace 
*' of God emptied him of pride and 
" felf, and clothed him with humility, 
** Having put on Christ, he had put 
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^ on with him the 'ornament of a meek 
^- and quiet iQpirit; which appeared in 
.^ his great patience and refignation to 
** the will of Gon. He had fome very 
^ fharp trials of his futh and patience; 
^ both, from Gox> and froxnmen^ and 
^ he learned obedience by the things 
" which he.fuffered. . It was very re* 
" markable, tliat in his long. Ulnefs he 
:*' was never known to fret or be unea* 
** fyj nor did the. perfons about him 
*' ever hear one angry, or one hafiy 
« word come out of his mouths 

^ The fame principle of faith work- 
^ ing by love was manifeft in his fti> 
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" di«s, which he direded to the glory. 
** of God. H^ was once a' great rca- 
" dcr of the Gkeek and Roman au- 
^^ thors, and his writings Ihew that he 
" had a good tafte for claflical learning f 
**^ but for .fome years paft he chiefly 
" applied himfolf to the ftudy of the 
^ holy fcriptures; God had blefled 
^ him with, a fine.underftanding, and 
«<■ a greaf naemory, which he exercifed 
^ in reading the Bible in; the original 
^^ languages. He was very well fkilled 
" iir the Hebrew, and was ai>. excellent 
" critic in the Greek, and was a fcribe 
" inftructed unto the kingdom of Hea- 
" ven, who, like unto a man that is. an 
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^ houfiAokfer, bringeth forth out of 
*^ his treafure tlungs new and old. He 
^^ had a great veneratioa for thk trea- 
^ fure of ^e Old and New Teft^'inesLts; 
^ He ufed to talk of tibem in the high- 
*^ eft terms^ next ta that adorable Per- 
^ fcn of whom they treat* They were 
•* fwecter to hiin than honey and the 
^* honey-comh.^ and fo they will be to. 
^ every oiie who reads them, as he did, 
♦' with faith. Whoever can act faith 
** upon the exceeding great and precr- 
^ ous proBotfcs contained in the facred? 
^ volusne, will find fo much fweetnefs 
** in it, that he will have but £yttle re^ 
^ UAl left for other books* 
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*^ As to his ^wrkingg, I: leave them 
" to fpcak for themfelves. They ftand 
•* ia ao need of my prai&s* They are 
*• in- ti^ hands pf the public, and every 
•* readtt will form hisi own judgment.: 
^ Oh that the Spiyk of the Uving God' 
^ may direct it, that whoever reads hisk 
" writings may learn to have no confi?- 
^ deuce in the fieih, but to ouke men-^ 
^ tion of Jbhovah*'^ rightednfeefe, e- 
•* ven of his only* ^ 

•* The time would fetfl me, if I was 
** to enlarge upon all the particulars oF 
*• his life and death. That was not my' 
^* de$gn. 1 only intended briefly ta 
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*^ relate fome things, from whence a to^ 
^^ lerable judgment might be forn>ed of" 
*^ Mr^ Her vet's character* Butlcan- 
" not finifli without taking notice of 
•f the laft fcene of hi& life, which -war 
^' very triumphant and'gloHous, The 
*f laft arid great trial of his faith Wjas- 
^': more precious than that of gold which* 
^^periflieth. .Its' preciouihjefs never 
"appeared more than in tli(e hour of 
** death 5' for then he, evidenti^r faw by 
^ faith, and .apprehended the falvation 
" of God, "and could rejoice in a clear 
" view of his own intereft in it . When 
^* Dr. Stonhouse faw him for the laft 
^*^ time, namely, on Christmas-day,. 
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•* about two hours before he expired, 
*' Mr. Hervey preffed home upon him 
*' his everlafting concerns, in the moft 
** affedionate manner; telling him that 
**• here is no abiding ^laCe, and begging 
^^ of him to attend V simidft the multi- 
** plicity of his bufinefs, to theone thing 
« needfuL 

** The Do'dor, feeing tlie great dif- 
** ficulty and pain with which he fpoke, 
^' (for he was almoft fuffocated with 
*' phlegm and frequent vonutings) and 
^ finding, by his puHe, that the pangs 
^ of death were then coming on, defi- 
" red that he would fparc himfelf.— . 



« No, %s he, Doftor, no. You tell* 
•^ me I have but few moatents to live; 
«< Oh! kt me Ipend them m adoring 
" our^eat Redeemer. Though iriy 
" flefli and my heart foil m€, yet GoD 
5* 16 the ftrength of my heaft, and my 
^* portion for «ver. He then ^xpatia^ 
" ted in the moft firiking manner upon 
^* thefe words of St. Paul, i Cor. iiik 

•* 2 2, 2 3^ All THINGS ARE YOURS, LIFE 

" AN19 jdeath: for rz are Christ's. 
*^ Herq, %8 he, is the treafurc of a 
" Chriftian. Death is reckoned among 
" this inventoryj— — and a noble trea* 
" fure it is* How thankful am I for 
*/ death, as i^ ii the paffagc througfc 
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•' whkh I pafs to tlie Lord and GiveK 

^' of ctacmi fife^and as it frees me from 

'^VaH this nrifery you now fee me en* 

-*' dure, and which I am willing to en* 

^' dure, as long as Cod thinks fit! .fot 

. . ** I know he will, by-and-by , in his owii 

^^ good time, difinils me from the bo^ 

** dy. Thcfe light affiidions are but 

*^ for a moment, and then comes an e* 

*' ternal weight of gloiy . ,Oh welcome, 

** welcome deaA !-^Thou mayeft well 

<( be reckdncd among the treafures of 

^ tlie ChrifUan. — ^To live is Christ, 

f' but to die is gain. 

" Aetex wJiich, as the Doftor was 
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"taking, his final leave of liim^ Mr. 
" Hervey exprefled great gratitude for 
** his vifits, though it had been long 
^' out of the power of medicine to cure 
^' him. — He then paufcd a little, and, 
•* with great fercnity ahd fweetnefs in 
^' his countenance, though the pangs of 
" death were then on him, repeated 
*^ thefe triumphant words— 

^ LORT), NOW LETTEST THOU .THT 
*' SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE, ACCOR- 
** DING TO THY MOST HOLY AND COM- 
" fORTABLE WORD.: FOR MINE EYES. 
•' HAVE SEEN THY PRECIOUS SALVATI- 

** ON, Here, Do6|or, is my cordial. 
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fi Wliat are all cordials to the dying, 
** compared to the falvation of Christ? 
*^ This, this fupports me. — He found 
** this fupporting hinry in his laft mo- 
•* ments, and declared it^ by faying 
•* twice or thrice. Precious salvati- 
«* on! and then leaning his head againft 
^* the fide of the ^fy chair in which 
•* he fat, he fliut his eyes, and fell a*- 
•* fleep. Oh precious falvation ! how 
*• precious muft it be to the dying man, 
•* who, interefted in it, can thank Go» 
** for death, and reckon it among his 
•* riches; who, fupported by faith in 
" the falvation of God, can account It 
*' his gain to diej and can gladly fay, 
F 
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<' Oh welcome, welcome death 1 May 
" this faith fupport you, my brethren, 
**; when all other fupports fail, and make 
^' falvation as precious to you as it was 
«^ to Mr. HerveyI and of this you 
" may be affured, that what the Lord 
" did for him he is able alfo to do for 
'« you. He was indeed a glorious in- 
" ftance of the power of grace.; for by 
" the grace of God he was what he was. 
" And grace is free; ^s free for y^u as 
" it was for him ; able alfo to make you 
•* li^e and die as much to the glory of 
" God as he did. He was truly a burn*- 
" ipg* and fliining light; but the Lord's 
^nd is not ihortened^ It can make 
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'* your light fliihe alfo before men, and 
*^ enable you to adorn the doftrine of 
'' God your Saviour as much as Mr. 
** Hervey did. And the great ufe to 
^ be made of his example is, to ftir you 
** pp to glorify God for the gifts and 
*^ graces bjeftowed upon him, and to de- 
*' fire the fame may be beftowed upon 
*^you.'' 

To clofe this account of his life, we 
fliall infert hi»chaiader from the Nor- 
'thampton Mercury, publifhea after 
his death. 

*^ On Christmas-daY) in theafter- 
F z 
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.** rioon, died, in the forty-fifth year of 
" his age, the Reverend Mr. James 
^' Hervey, re^or of Weston-Favexl, 
^' near Nqrthamptok, and author of 
**^ the Meditations ^n the TaMBS, 
** FLOWER-GAKOEN, &c. — ^He was on€ 
^* of the moft eminent inftances of the 
^* power of Cbriftianity upon the hu* 
** man mind. In his minifteri^d pro- 
** vince he was piouSj fervent, and in- 
^* defatigabie. In his ordinary cofln^- 
** xions with the community, he was 
" ever chearful, confcientioufly punebu- 
** al in sdl his dealings, and arniably can- 
*^ did to perfons of every denomiriati- 
^* on. To his charities he fet no bounds. 
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*^ fqarcely leaving himfelf the mere re- 
** quifites of his ftation.* Under the fe- 
" vereft trials of iafirmity for feveral 
*^ years, he difplayed the higheft exam- 
** pie of fortitude, ferenity, patience, 
*' and an entire refignation to the Di- 
** vine Will. His writings moft abun- 
^ dantly evidence his learning and in- 
** genuity. But, reader, it is not the 
" requifitions of his underftandingi but 
** the improvements of his heart, and 
*^ his confidence in the great Redeem* 
•* ER, which will now avail the moft ex-- 
**-cellent man.'* 

^3 
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Mr. HERVEY's WRITINGS. 

iTpHE Reverend Mr. James Her- 
-*• • vEY, being now dead, yet fpeak- ' 
cth to us in his valuable writings: wri- ' 
tings, which, for importance of fubjed, 
weight of argument, fublimity of 
thought, juftnefs of fentiment, and e- 
legance of didion, are equalled by few^ 
and excelled by none. 
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His ftrain is truly evangelical; his 
method inviting, entertaining, and edi- 
fying; calculated both to profit and to 
pleafe : and a fpirit of meekncfs, can- 
dour, and modefty, brestthes through^ 
and beautifies the whole* 

His favourite topic is the rigJiteouf- 
nefs and atonement of the Redeemer. 
On this he expatiates with inexpreffible 
iatisfadion, and dwells with rapturous 
delight. By this he " touches the fineft. 
" movements of the foulj and ftrikes all 
" the inmoft fprings of adiou with the 
^^ moft perfuafive, the moft command- 

F4 
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<^ ing energy/' and fweetly conftraina 
to the obedience of. love. 

He ranfacks the manilons of the dead, 
turns the grave into a pulpit, and make& 
putrefadtion and mortality preach lef- 
fons to the living, — He furveys, with 
Newtonian exadnefe, the fbarry ex* 
panfe, and the countlefs radiant worlds 
tliat roll in the nodurnal fkyj from 
thefe he invejKigates the glory ^nd^r« 
feaions of the creating and fuftaining 
God; add from thefe he enhances the 
wonders of redeeming love. He mounts 
the believer on the fummit of creation, 
as upon a ftupendous- eminence, to en- 
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large his proved, and exalt his concep- 
tions of the majefly and glory of that 
*6oD, who redeemed his church with 
his own blood. When imagination it- 
ftlf, with all theaffiftance of fcience, is 
loft in the immenfity and awful gran- 
deur of the works of nature; immedi- 
ately he contracts the ilniverfe into 'a 
i^n^ and the enormous orbs into fleet- 
ing atoms, or the finall duft that remains 
ill the balance, when the works of re- 
demption are brought in idew. 

* Thus he imites the moft improved 
philbfopher with the found believer; 
and mackes reafon and nature fubfervi- 

F5 
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ent to faith and revelatioa.' Whilft he 
allows reafon its freeft inquiry and full- 
eft fcope, lie gives up with none of the 
peculiarities of the gofpelj but holds 
forth with the cleareft light, and in va- 
rious points of view, thofe truths where- 
in the offence of the crofs coniifts. 

May thefe heavenly do<3xines, and 
precious truths, which ilowed in fuch 
copious, gladdening ftreams, from his 
lips and pen, be tranffaiitted pure and 
unadulterated to the latefl: pofterityj 
and may that divine Spirit, which 
, gave them their proper energy and in- 
fluence upon his heart and life, ever ac- 
company them to remoteft ages. 
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TO THE MEMORY 

O F T H E 
LATE PIOUS AKD INGENIOUS 

Mr. JAMES H E R V E Y. 

B T 

THE REV. MR. J. OGILVIE. 
S rapf in thought the mufing mind fur- 



A 

■^^^ vey'd 



The vain of life, and walkM the deep'ning 

(hade; 
O'er Care's broad^ empire caft its trembling 

view. 
And mark'd the flying traits that Fancy drew : 
¥ 6 
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Her magtc hand at once transfbrmM the 

fcene. 
And (hewM the fpot where Hertey fleepa 

ferene; 
Stretch'd> where lone Silence haunts the fo* 

lemn gIoom> ^ 

Where Thoiight^s keen eye explored tfie peacc^ 

ful tomb; 
Where Pleafure's glitt'ring dreamy at lad are 
i^ o'er. 

And Love's foft niufie charms the foul nq 

more. 

Thrill'd as I viewM^ the ftreaming tears 
overflow, 
From the big bofom burfts the fighs of 

woe: 
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TSax friend now loft * who taught the mufe 

to fing, 
Check'd her wild flighty and prun'd irer trem« 

blingwlng; 
Whofe caodid praife with eager hope infpir^d, 
Whofe cenfure chaften'd^ and whofe genius 

fir^l^ 
Abafii'd {he ftoodi — ^her bold eflays were Tain^ 
Kor tun'd the harpi nor pour'd the plaintiye 

ftrain. 

When lo! unfolding from the blaze of 
light, 
A form all-beauteous flafli'd upon the fight! 

* Thdc, alia ^ fire faKTe^aent linei, refer to fome pcrAK 
tttl liToors ooofetred opon the au^cr. 
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The robes of Heav'n involved his dazzlinj^ 

frame, 
And his eyes fparkled with celeftial flaine: 
High o'er his brow the waving. Fadia^oe play'd. 
An orient crown inclos'd his beamy head; 
His lip with Beauty's fine vermillion glow'd. 
And flow'rs fpontaneous bloiTomed as he trod. 
^Twas Gehius:-^ paufing o'er the facred 

dead« 
His bright eye languifli'd, and thr ro(es fled ; 
His moan remurmur'd o'er the ecchoing vale. 
His heav'n-wo7e robe hung loofen'd on the 

gatle; 
He fnatch'd the lyre^ and pour'd the melting 

lay 
That ftrikes the heart, and charms the foul a- 

way: 



J 
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Dull Night fat lift'ning on her cloud-wrapt 

throne> 
And white lip*d Anguifii curb'd the burfting 

groan; 
On Care's wild thought the tuneful accents 

flow, 
And founds melodious thrill'd the ear of Woe. 

**0 CALLED at laft tVAL MIGHT Y'spraifc. 

to fing ! 
Where oft thy g-cnius towV*d with daring wing ! 
Plac'd where no cares th'cxulting wifh con- 

troul i 
Weft with the joys that fir'd thy kindling foull 
Though fmiles no more the placid eye fc» 

rene, 
Nor rove the graces o'er fomc piftur'd fcenc; 
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Tho' fnatcVd from airthyboundlefs hope dc- 

fign'd, 
When lifc^a lull fummer warm'd thy ripen- 
ing mind : 
Tetnot thefc" themes the plaintive mufe de* 

tain. 
Thy friend, thy country, daims the mourn* 

ful ftrain ; 
Sinfcc loft each nobler plan thy foul hadi 

wrought, 
Since ftopt the ftream of fweet pcrfuaCvc 

thought. 
Fled the bright noon thy burfting blaze had- 

giv'n, 
And mute the voice that wrapt the faul tO' 

heav'n. 
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Strqw^d tfe'r thy .pagtB,what beauteous 

traits appear! 
What melting mufic fteals the lift'ning ear) 
^Twas I vhofe pow'r the living pi£ture caught^ 
Twas I whofe pencil ting'd the glowing 

draught: 
Thro* Death's black gloom I trac'd thy dubi- 
ous way, 
That Idndred gfoom, where Fancy loves to 

ftray! 
Then led thee, circled with thelaughingHours^ 
Where fport young Zephyrs o'et the wafte of 

flowVs; 
With rrcher ftrokes the warm defcription. 

wrought9 
And touch'd with tranfpert all the fprings of 

thought* 
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Mine was the ray on Night'^ dim curtain 

thrown, 
Aad mine the glafs where gay creation flione;? 
Mine the bold wing that (hot wher« tempers 

rife, 
And mine the flight that reached the ftarry 

Ikies." 

Hfi ceas'd: — for fudden on thewondVing 
gaze . 
From Heav'n's Broad concave burft the rapitf 

blaze! 
At once defeending from the realms on high, 
A^ angel fliape arrefts the. dazzled eye ! 
Loofc o*er her limbs the floating garment 

roird^. 
Ber fparkling pinions flam'd witb-beamy gold^ 



MR. JAMES HEJtVEY. I.43 

H«r eyes like lightning glancM a piercing 

ray! 
And all ih' illumined aether gleam'd with day J 
Near as (he came, fuperior, tho^ rcfign'd. 
Her form majeftic avr'd the dubious mind ^ 
With heightened grace her Uoomy features 

glaw'd. 
Free on her robe the mazy ringlets flow'd, 
Her balmy breath ambroCal fcents perfume. 
And o'er her cheek was pour'd celeftial bloom.' 
Pale Sorrx)w bright'ned as Religion came^ 
And flow-pac'd Time ftood trembling at the 

nanie^ 
Rage dragg'd in triumph fwell'd her ibiemn 

train, 
And Death behind her groan'd^ and claok'd 

hia chain« 
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Shb j>aiis'd,-*-and.mufing o'er the fun'ra£ 

bier, 
Sigh'd deeply- fad, and pourM a tender tear y 
Then cbeck'd its courfe; and brightniog aa 

the fun^ 
She lodk'd to Heaven ferene, and thus begun : 

^ Hail, thou efcap'd to yonder worlds a- 

borej 
Hail, joinM to faints tb^t melt in ftrains of 

lovcl 
At lad 'ti3 come! the bright transforming day! 
Th' exulting fpirit burfts, and foars away! 
Loofe are its bars! and gain'd thMmmorta! 

prize, 
It breathes of Heav'n fublime^ and walks the 

fltiesl ... 
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'^ Sut Idte my bands yon beauteous' fcencs dif- 

play'd, 
i And Tec' thy fteps tln-o' life's 4>erplexing (hade s 
'^ The vivid wifli a. diijant profpcft brought. 
The. rapt foul trembling o^r the verge of 

thou§^tl 
Yet then, what tranfport tatxght thy hope to 

foar! 
H >vr fiam'd the idndling look that glanc'd It 

o'er! 
How Fancy's touch the glowing draught re- 
fined! 
And light celeftial pour'd upon the mind. 

A RACE unborn thy genius (hall infpires 
And fouls yet darkened catch fublime de^ 
fire. 
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When jto thy page, in fome fequefterM bowV^ 
Calm mufing thought devotes th^ferlous hour; 
Juft when Aspasio's ftrain has warm'd the 

breaft, 
TVhen (ijuiet foothes the fettling foul to reft; 
Then (hall my hand fuperior pow'r impart ; 
Then Love's perfuaG Ye layfliall melt the heart; 
Then fliall Religion's pureft beams be giv'n; 
Now reft in peace." — She faid, and foar'd to 

Heav'n. 
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X) N THE DEATH OF 
THE REVERErND 

Mk. JAMES HER VET. 

^^^N vulgar marks Death long had meanly 
^^ fpent 

His loaded quiver^ and his bow full bent$ 
Monarchy, who had been great butforacrown^ 
Statefmen and heroes^ fons of high renown i 
When lo f in Heav'n this awful mandate pafti 
^ To-morrow's dawn be (bme fam'd mqrtal's 

latt." 
The tidingSi to our world officious fent^ 
Thro' Albion's ifles on wings of lightning 

went; 
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Impiety, her heart by vipers ftung. 
Again blaiph ernes with loud audacious tongue^ 
Vice ftalks abroadi each late retreat forfook, 
With all her broad effrontery of look; 
But ah! white tliefe malignant triumph fhowi 
Far other bofoms other feelTngs know! 
The mufe in vain conceals her weeping eye> 
:^nd each tear Learning anfwers with a fight 
Religion ftarts, tho' arm'd with tenfold {hkld, 
And Virtue* (brinks, tfao' ihe difdainsto yield; 
.—The arrow fped, Death took his aim too 

well, 
The mitred pontiff liv'd, and Hervev fell* 
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A N 

INSCRIPTION 

INANARBOUR 

AT J>— — GH, NEAR EDINBURGH^ 

BENEATH A BDST OF 

Mr. JAMES HERVEY. 
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^EACE to the fliade*Whcrc Hervet'^ 
form reclines! 
Where up the fpreading beech the ivy twines* 
Ye fwainS) oft tutor'd bytbe facred theme, 
Refound his praifes by the tinkling ftream. 
G 
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And| oh! blefs'd fliade, froip fainted realois 

on hlgh^ 
Deign one kind look to this our nether Qnf. 
Sweet is the fragrance of the rural (hade, 
Swdet is the murmur of yon flow cafcadei 
Yet fweeter far thy heaven* created fong 
Than Nature's pleafur c " — — 

'Twas thine, thrice facredform ! . of all mankin4» 
To trace the labyrinths of the human mind, 
'Twas thine to know each dark meand!riif£ 

maze. 
Where luring Vice, and wayward Palfebood 

ftrays. 
Still may thy page «ach lonely moment cheer. 
Still may thy fong each virtuous joy endear} 
StiH may thy works be read by every eye. 
Till Nature. ficken, and Creationidi^* 
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ON THE 

. PICTURE 

OV THE REVEREND 

Mr. JAMES H E R V E T.; 

B T 

Mr. N I X O N, 

RECTOR OF COtD-HlGHAM, IN 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
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'ILLIAMS, 'tis yours to bid the 
canvas wcart 
Bj art illufivei Her vet's form and air. 
G a 
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Oh! with like happy labour could I trace 
£ach virtue^ each exalted Chriftian grace. 
Each hcav'nly gift with which his foul was bicft. 
And fix the bright afleniblage in my breaft; 
Then how tr^nfcendant far would be my plan; 
You paint his mimic (hade :— I'd live the masu 
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ON THE REVEREND - 

Mr. JAMES HERVEY. 

T TERE IIervey*s precious duft is laid; 

Here peaceful refts his fa<:^ec^ beadr 
Whofe hoiieft fame and works divine 
Shall ever live^ ihall CTcr fliinej 
By all admired fliall remaini 
Where genius, tafte, and virtue reigrs. 

His foul by heav'nly grace infpir'd, 
"With love to God and goodnefs ifirM,, 
Made nature vocti to proclaim 
Religion's excellence fupreme : 
G 3 
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And though he never dipp'd his pen». 
To court the empty praifc of men'; 
Yet oft his fmooth harmonious ftyle 
Would ev'n the gay to blifs beguile. 
Each virtue in his bofom founds 
With chafte humility was crown'd. 
Acknowledging his fins were great 
'Gainft GoD> in this imperfect flate> 
He check'd.each rifing fparkof pride^ 
And on his Saviour ftill rely'd.. 

Upom the confecrated moFn 
On which our blefled Lord was born^ 
Her VET ferenely closM hiseyes^ 
While angels waft him to the fkles. 
Now loft in ecftafy and love^ 
He tunes the harp in heav'n abojre.. 
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ON THE DEATH OF 
THE REVEREND 

MR. JAMj:S HER VE Y. 

T TR AMI A fpeak! In penfive numbers tdl 
^^ How Zion trembled when great Hef> 

VET fcU! 
When fajlM his ftrengthj.and when his pul£e 

beatloW) 
Tell how (he mournM tofeeth'impetiding blom, 
O thou to whom all facred themes belong) 
Pour forth the fweetly melancholy fong! 
G4 
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Alas ! grim death hath (hot the fatal dart,. 
Which long feem*d pointed at his languid heart. 
Th'infatiate tyrant} crown'd with fun'ral gloom J 
In triumph drags him to the hollow tomb. 
Who now fo well can paint the blooming 

flowV, 
Or preach from fepulchres? At midnight 

- • hour, • 

Who can fo well the ftarry heavens fcan> 
And read the leftures nature meant for man ? 
No more his voice a carelefs world can move> 
Or tell the wonders of redeeming love 5 
No more (hall thouf^nds round bis pulpit 

Ihrong, 
Tfo hear the heavenly precepts of his tongue^ 
For lo! above this grofs impurer air> 
Released from every pain, and every care ; 
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'He foars aloft (angelic hods his guide) 
On wings new plum'd^ whic]^ ne'er before lie 

try'd. 
With rapid fpeed'his golden pinions rife 
Thro* ftarry plains, and (kim th'empyrean fkies*. 
And now, where fparkling portals wide dif- 

play 
The hlisful regions of eternal day^ 
The Lord receives him,'niidft celedial choirs. 
Who crown his head^ and ftrike their golden 

lyres : 
Thro' heaven^s glad courts the greeting, anthema 

roll, . 
And joys new blooming feaft his ravifh'd foul ; 
Joys, which totell all eloquence is faint, 
And which the loftieft mufe can never paint. 

G 5 
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PR E F A C E 

To the First Edition. 

J^R* HERVET frequently wrote reli- 
gious letters to his friends^ upon various 
occqfionsy always taking care to have fomt 
ftriking paffage offcriftureineach ofthem^ 
which might have fome lajiing imprejfton 
on the mind. T^be following letters^ which 
have not b£en hitherto printed^ will cer- 



/ 
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tainly be offublick utility. And thofefe^ 
culiar ftrains of piety ^ and. that elegance 
efflile^ mbicb diftinguijh the other works 
efMr. HERVETy are Jo plainly difme- 
table in thefe^ that no reader will^ in tie 
kajly doubt of their being^genuine. 
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SELECT LETTERS 

OF THE REVEREND 

MRi JAMES HiERVEY. 



LETTER I. 

TO &ICHABD KA^H, ESQ* MASTER Q0 
7H£ C£]l£MOKI£8> AT BATH. 

Bath, Nov. nth, 173^. 

|HIS comes from your fincere 
friend, and one who has your 
beft intereft deeply. at heart; 
it comes on a defign altogether impoT';; 
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tant, and af na Id* ccmfequeiice than, 
your everlafting happinefs; fo that it 
may juftly challehge your careful re- 
gard, it is not to ilpbraid or reproach,. 
' much left to triumph aad infuU over». 
your mifcondud : no, it is pure'bene- 
volcnce and difinterefted good-will that 

7 .;: ;■ 7' 'i" ." ' 

prompts me to wnte, fo that I hope I 
flttU ikot tddfeyourrefentOAenti. ^ How- 
ever^ be the iflu^ ^at it ixrill^ I cannot 
bear, to fee. you walk in the paths that 
lead to death, without wamingyou of. 
your dM^tt\ without foiHKling in yoiir 
ears that awful admonition, Retukn 
AN© -LiVt^:f6kvynt K^iti ye -die? I 
beg oJF yoii fe> ^ion^r' whether yott do 
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not in fom€ meafure refeinble thofe ac- 
-cui^ied cliUdrcn of Elt, w^hom, tbougli 
they were fai^ous in the congregation, 
and men of r^Eiown, yet vengeance fn^ 
fered not to live. For my part, t n!iay 
fafely uTe the expoftulation of the old 
piieft, " Why do ye foch things ? I hear 
" of your evil dealings by all the peo- 
** pie; nay, iny brot|ier, for it is no 
^ good report th^t t hear^ you make 
** the Lord's peo{de to tranfgrefs.** I 
have long obferved and pitied you ; and 
a mod melancholy fpedacle I lately be- 
held made me refolve to caution you, 
left you alfo come into the lame coa- 
'demnntidn*. 
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I WAS not long iince calfed to viiit z 
gentleman) one of the moftrobuft of bor 
dy, and of the gayeft temper I ever 
knew; but when I vifited i^im, oh! how 
•was the gJory departed from htm! I 
foiind him no more that fprightly, fparkr 
Jing and vivacious perfon he ufed to b^ 
but languilhing, pining away, and wr- 
thering, undo: the chaiUfing hand of 
Oo&! his Umbs feeble and trembling, 
his countenanoeforlorn and ghaftly , haft- 
ing a-pace to the duft^ to lodge in the 
filent grave, that land of darknefe and 
defolation j his foul juft going to God, 
who gave it, preparing itfelf to- wing a- 
way to its long home, to eut^upon a» 



H R. JAMES H E R V £ T. t6j 

unchangeable and eternal fiate. — ^When 
I was come up into his chamber, and 
feated on his bed, he £rft cafl^ a moft 
*wi(hful look upon nae, and then began 
as well as he was able, to fpeak. " Oh 1'* 
•*^ fays lie, that I had been more wife y 
** that I had known this; that I had 
** confidered my latter end! Oh ! Mr.— 
** Death is knocking at my doors j in a 
^^ few hours more I ihall draw^my laft* 
" gafp, and then judgment, the moft 
** tremendous judgment, is the thing 
" that I look for. How ihall. X appear, 
** unprepared as I am, before the alK 
** knowing and omnipotent God ? How 
** fliall I endure the day of his coming;?*^ 
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I jUked'him among odiir queftions, what 
ke thought of Strift HoUnefe, which he 
,liadformeriyfomuchfligIiGed?*^ ** Oh!''^ 
repliedhe ^th i haifty eagernefs, " h<iw 
*• highly I valae it 1 1 would gladly part 
•^ withail my eftate, or a worldi, to obtain 
^' it. KowmybefiightedcyesareenUght- 
** €iied, I clearfy difcem ^e things that 
^ are excdie^ Oh3 what is there in 
^ the place whitfeer I atti f oi«ig but Gori, 
^' or what&'ti)iere tob^ed^fired on earth 
** but religion I'* Bm what would yoa 
^, Silly if Gi>t^ jflbould -reHoi^e you to 
health ? ^ Dol I cdl^H^imzad Earth 
•* to^^^nefs, I wouid labour for holiircfs^ 
^ a$ I fliall foofi ia^cbr for life : as fai: 
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•^ Tiches and pleafiires, and the applaufe 
*^ of men, I account them, as drofe and 
*' dtmg^ i}o more to my happinefs- than 
*^ the feathers that lie on the floor. If 
^^ tbe^'ighteous Judge would try me^ 
^^ in what a fpiiit would-I fpend the re-' 
'^ mainder of my days.! I would know 
'^ no. other buiineisy aim atno other end^ 
*^ thzni to peife6t< myfdf in holineft : 
*^ wjhatevei> contributed ; every means 
^* o£ gra,ce9 every opportunity of Ipirit- 
** ual improvement, ihoulfl be d^^rer to 
^^ me than thoufands of gold and filven 
^ But alas ! why do Lamufe my fclf with 
** fond imaginations^? The beft refolu- 
^' tions are now ^nfignificant, becaufc 
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«< they are too late. The day in wHch 
^ Ifliould have worked is over and go»e, 
^^ and I fee a iad and horrihie night ap- 
" proaching, bringing with it the black- 
^f nefs of darknefs for ever. Heretofore, 
«f alasi when God called, I refa&d; 
^^ when be invited, I was one of them 
^^ who made excufes : now therefore I 
*f receivd the reward of my deeds j fear- 
^f fulnefs and trembling ^re come upon 
*f me, I imart, I am in fore anguiCh al- 
*< ready, and yet this is but the begin- 
*^ ningofmy forrows. It doth not yet aj)- 
" pear what I ihall be ; but fure I ftiall 
t^ be ruined, undone, and deftroyed with 
*f an everlafting dcftrudtion."^ 
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This fcene I faw with my eycs^ anA 

lieard with my ears, and qukldy after 

attended the unhappy gentleman to his 

tomb. The poor ikeleton fpoke in fuch 

an accent, and with fommchearneftnefs^ 

that I could not ealily forget him or Ws 

'words: and as I was nwfing 4ipon this 

£>rrowful fubjeA, I remembered Mr« 

N A SH. ^ No fooner did I remember you^ 

S1R9 but I difcerned too near an agree-* 

ment and correfpondence between you 

and the deceafed. They are alike, iaid 

I, .in their way, and what fhall hindet 

them from being alikein their end? The 

courfe of their addons was equally full 

of iin and folly, and why fhould not the 
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^eriod of them; be equally full of hor- 
ror ajid diiinay ? . lam gricvou% afiraidt 
for the ftirvivor, left^ as he lives the life, 
fohe Ihould diethe death of this wretch- 
ed man^ and his latter end&ould belike 
his: focthiis caufe I takBtnyp£n.iir.handi> 
and: counfel ycm. to bctidafc. yourfelf j 
nay, LjDequfi&Q£ you to nepent while 
you have opportunity j. ifhappily you 
may find graceaad forgivenefs. Yet a 
moment: and you. may dici yet a. littk 
while and: you muft die^ and why will, 
you go down, with infamy and defpair 
to the grave;, rather than departin peace, 
with hopes full of immortality? 
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But I muft tell you, Sm, plainly, and 
with the utmoft freedom, that your prc- 
feat behaviour is not the way to rccon-. 
cile yourfelf to Goi>; you are fo far 
from making an atonement to offended 
Juftice, that you are aggravating wrath. 
For what lay the fcriptures, thofe books 
which at the confummation of all things 
the Ancient of Days Ihall open, and 
judge you by every jot and tittle there- 
in? * What fay thofc iacred volumes? 
Why, they tcftify and declare to every 
foul of man, That whosoever liveth 

IN PLEASU A]^ IS DEAtf WHILE HE LIVETH ! 

So that as long as you roll on in a con-" 
Unual courfe of fenfual delights and vain « 
H 



^Q^ertaititoents, yon ate dead to afi the 
.p«irp&fe« exf ipiety a^ vktee ^ yo^ ^ne 
as odious to -God aa a -oes^nipl: rOtteft 
-ca(rGafs,tbat^Ukes puftpefyingitf^ch^Qrdst- 
yard : you aape as -£ar fwim dcui^ yeiar 
duty ^oar^^^og^eut yonr&lvatiQ^^aail 
f^eftcyfing yous&lf io the tdmiM^ favwi^ 
as a ke^f) af dry ^nes \ii^cd up ia a 
<Q£ais£pomvigouratid2b£iiv4ty« Thid^ 
JStK) I'CtoiO^^i^ yoii, dufdc ^oa ^thia. If 
Tyou hatwe 9Q aticlination to .::flC9pe ^ite 
fire wM(»li will never be quenched^ 
Would you be delivered frofB weeping, 
wailisg: aiKi ffM&kag t>f ^ teetib ? ^Suse 
you -^TVOuld !' biut :b& c^feaia th^ ^f^^ 
ver be^doQ^ 1>y amttfenunts^ wliidi aA 
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the befl: aire trifling and impertinent^ s^d 
4pr that, if for no other reafob, fooliCii 
and finful. It is by ferioufadts^ it is by 
retirement, and mourning, you^ivuA ao- 
4CompU£h this great anddefirable delive- 
rance; y^n muft not appear at the head 
of .every Mly diverfion^ but enter into 
your clofet, ^nd fliut your door, <:om- 
joaune yfith your own heart, and Search 
^put your fpirit : the pride of li£e and all 
Superfluity of naughtinefs mufi be^ put 
;^way, and you muft piake haiie and de-. 
lay not, for the time totome, to keep 
all Gon'f holy commandments, always 
Temembring that mighty fihiiers muft 
be mightily penitent, of el& be mighC^^ 
H 2 » 
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ily tormented. Tour example and your 
,projefts have been extremely prejudid' 
al, I -wittx I could not iay fatal and de- 
ibruAivey to many : for this there is no 
amends, but an alteration of manners^ 
as fignal andxemaikable asyoiir^perfdn 
and name* If you do not by this.me« 
thod remedy in fomc degree the cvUs 
ethat you have fent abroad, and'prevent 
the mi&hievous confequences that may 
jenfue, wretched willy oube, yea wretch^ 
ed above meafure, to all eternity: the 
blood of fouls will be laid to your charge, 
and Gon's jealoufy, liS:e a confuming 
fire, will fmoke againft you : and you 
y ourfelf will fee it in that day, when the 
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monntaihs fhall quake, and the hills melt, 
and the earth be burnt up at his prefence.- 
Once more then I exhort you as afriendy 
X4>efeech you as a brother— I charge you 
as a meflenger from ^ the great God, in^ 
liis own moft fblemfi words. To cast 

AWAY FHOM" YOU YOU Jl THANSGRESSIONSy 
MAKE YOU A NEW HEART^ AND A NEW* 
»IRIT, SO INIQUITY SHALL NOT B^ 
irOV^^^RVIN.' 

Now, Sir, my mind is eafed, I have- 
difcharged the divine commifllon, in that 
I'havc fpoken to you his words. Whe* 
ther you will hear^ or whether you will 
fbf bear, henceforward I am clear ; I Ihall 
H 5 



in no wife be acceffary to your mifery ; 
if you perilli, your blood will be on your 
okn head. Perhaps you may be dif^ 
pofed to dontemn this and its £eIious^ 
purport^ or to recommend it to yoiar 
cxHspamons as a fit fulled): £6r railing:; 
but let. me tell you beforehand, that for 
thifiy di& well as other things, God wilik 
bring you into jxidgment* He fees me 
now write; he will obferve yon whiltir 
you read. He notes down my words in 
his book, and he will note down your 
eonfequent procedure; fo that not up^ 
on ine, but upon your own felf will your 
ne^efiing ordefpiiing my fayings txjm. 
If you b|£ wi&E, YOU snAxi* as wrut 
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FOR yourself; if thqu. jsu:q^n^st, 

THOU ALOKE SHAX.T BEAR IT» 

Bft 0Ot <fonceni€d, SiJi^to know my 
oaWb it is cuQUgh that you will know 
this hereaftep.. Tarry hiat a little, till 
:ate l^tQ, cYcuuthc woft mighty God, 
fli^ caliche bcavea £rom above, and 
the eiiart}vtlathe.may^judge hj^ people y 
^sd di» ><Hi will fee mfi face tq face) 
tbere ihall I he ready, at the dreadful* 
tribunal, to joy and rejoice with you^ 
if you regard my admonitions^andlive^ 
or to b« a. fwift witnefs againft you, if 
you harden your heart, and will mind 
Aone of my counfels. 
H 4 
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XHiMMER, Holy iKKOcEi^Sy 
Dec. 28, 1736* 
Good Madam, 
^"A N this day was fe'nighj: I got &fe 
^"-^ to DuKMER, and ever fince I 
have been fo bufied^ that I have not had 
leifure, no not to my befrfriends to write} 
but now the hurry of my employment 
is a little abated, and I have fome refpite 
from walking in and out among my pa* 
riihoners: This therefore is the oppor* 
tunity for reflecting upon and return- 
ing thanks tothofewhohave wifhed and 
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(fone me good. Accept then, Madam,^ 
my befk and fincereft expreffions of gra- 
titude, and go on to do good to mul^ 
titudeSvtb iL»and tb feven, fofhallyou 
be 'like our Father who is in Heaven; 
he is merciful and gracious, and of great 
goodnefs,and that to the mod unthank- 
ful and undeferving* For oh! what 
kind thillgs has he done for me, ever 
fince I left IJondok! He fent his angel- 
before me^ tabemyguide and my guard 
in my journey; he prefervedme from 
wrong and robbery; he kept all my 
bones, fo that not one of them is bro- 
ken ; and at length brought me out in- 
to, a wealthy places I mean into fuch a < 
HS 
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pbtce which appears to be agood groundii 
mentioned by our Lam), and promifeft 
a com£of table increafe to the goCpel^fow^ 
er: — Oh! may I fcatter ttc feed pleotf^ 
fully by my mftruAions, and water it 
thoroughly with the dew of my pray 
crsl 

I FARTED frc^oi you and my Chrifttaa 
acquaintance on Sukd^y, that high and 
holy day,, in which we had been taking 
fweet counfel together, and holding a; 
fliU fweeter commumbn with God» 
The next morning I was encompafled 
with uhhappy wretchi^js, whofe mouths 
.were fuU of curfing and bitterne&. Sad 
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Tind iamentable e^bang^I One day ta 
be Joimng witJi ^^ts ia their devout 
fiipfdications^ to hear a joyful part ia 
finging piakM of praife; aad oa die 
sorrow to he grieved with ungodly 
fpeeches of wiaked men^ and furround*' 
ed :veith theborriUe dia of their execra- 
tions! Here I called ta mind^our poor 
fifft paren^s^ thinking isfaat my lofs. was 
in ibme fort like theirs.: oae whUe they 
were regailing themielHres ;unong the 
flowers, and ia the goodly garden oi 
Eden ; foon after they were wandering 
tup and down among the thorns and 
hiiars of a wide world. Well, laid I 
to myHelf, fince we are cooftrained to 
H 6 
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dwell withMksiiACH, and have oiir ha«' 
bitation for a little /while among the 
tents of Ejedae, it wilt at leafi make us 
long more eamefily for that bleffed 
place^ where dwelleth righteoufnefs, 
where is no fhame to curie, but only 
luch innocent and holy ones as we are 
now commemorating, in whofe mouths 
there is no guile. There we Ihall no 
more hear the voice of the flanderer and 
blafphemer, but the voice of joy and 
health fhall make glad our hearts: thi- 
ther, therefore, O my foul, haften and 
afpire} meditate on thofe peaceful man- 
£ons, my heart, be talking on them, my 
tongue } yea, all my powers and facul* 
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lies concur with the bleffed fpirit, tcr 
bring me lafely to them. In the mom«^ 
ing, when I was going to ftep into the 
Salisbury coach, I was told thatlmuft 
not go in that, but in the Winchester* 
one : I faid I had ta]cen a place in that, 
which I had by paying earneft fecured, 
and fo muft demand a part of it : but 
it fignified nothing, my &at was aflign* 
ed to a great perfon, an officer's lady, 
who, though ihe came after me, yet, 
becaufe of her riches, was preferred be- 
fore nae. Then remembered I a paf- 
lage in Ecclesiastes, which, with a 
little variation, was applicable to me ; 
Give place, (fays an imperious one) 



len me, if Ac all-watchful eye had not 
tsiken thisinethod to^dired it h 

When I" was fettled in the coach^ r 

was driven to a certain ftreet, in brder 

to take up another pafiSnger; here we 

nnzdk a tedious fiay^ it rained, and wa$ 

cold : the coachman fretted and'grum- 

bled, nor did 1, though a preacher of 

peace, poffefs-my foul in patience. This 

brought to my miiid our Saviour'* 

promife, The MZEt. shalI- inherit^ 

THE EART». For though I was at that 

time the owner of a good deal of the 

moft valuable kind of earth,- of th^ 

white and yellow earth, that men call 
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money, ye^ alas! I took no delight in 
it, I received no benefit from it : fo fad-* 
ly and uneafy, difcontented, turbulent 
^irits marr the fatisfa&ion of all our 
worldly advantages, making them in 
point of enjoyment as though we had 
them not} whereas if we have the con- 
trary temper, it would produce the con- 
trary effeft : we ihould not only poffefi . 
but enjoy ; we ihould not only eat but 
tafte ; we ihould rejoice in the things 
that are our own, and perhaps in thoi« 
that are another's } we ihould be the 
real (though perhaps others might be 
the titular) inheritors of the earth: let 
ui fiiy therefore to the Lo&d». £Yei>* 
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sore give us this happy di^ioficipn.-— ^ 
^ At length there catne a Uttlis maftep ta 
be my companion i his mamma led him^ 
to the coach, though it wa^ wet above 
and dirty bdow, aixd here was a moving 
fight indeed: the co&C€;ra wMeh th« 
tender mother exprefibd fer the poor 
fidtle tra^sdkr'ftruck me not a little;, 
how did flie befeech the Lom^ God Al- 
itiCBTT^to blefe hinxaftd be hisfafe** 
gnardl How did fhe intreat me to take 
care of him, and to do what I could foir 
his welfare I Indulgent woman! She 
need not have told me her mind, or the. 
deiireof herfoulj her eyes^ her accent,:, 
and the earneftnefs of her gefture^fpoke 
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it ibfficiently. This faggefted to me 
tibiat comfortabte fcripturev Lik£ as a* 

TATHSA l^XTIETR Mll^ iyWH CHlL^flEK^ 
SVEK SO Xi TH£ L&BiV MERCIFULr tJ^H^ 

TO TKEM THAT F£AR HIM. If a pareat 
So loveth the fnik of her wonirib, how. 
much more does our Saviour love the 
redeemed of his blood ? May this oc- 
currence ftrengthen my faith as long 
as I live l*-— 1 intended, Maj^am, to have 
troubled yoawith a full account of my 
journey^ and alT remarkal4e or ufeful 
circumftances that attended it; but I 
find my defire was extravagant and un- 
wieldy, not to be executed within the 
decent, bounds of a modeft epifUe,, 
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therefore I am obliged to defifty.and (hall^ 
only- add a repetition of my thankfult 
acknowledgments for the many favourar 
Ihare received at your hofpitable houfe ;. 
Irecommcnd you tathe protection and- 
favour of Heaven, and am^ 

7mr very much obliged^ 
And bumble fervanty 

J; Her VET. 
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DuMMEK) April 13th, ijyi* 

Good MADitM, 
^^^^T^OU know this day was fe^night 
•*• was remarkable for the moft for- 
prifing traniadion that ever the worid 
faw ; a traniadion fo fiill of wonders,^ 
that my ears feem to tingle at the late 
relation of it } the King of glory put to 
fiiame, the Lord of life flain, the Prince 
of princes crucified ; He whom angels 
praife and adore» covered with con- 
tempt } He whom the Heaven of Hea« 
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one complaint for all the Utter pains of . 
the flelh; but in the garden of Geth- 
SEMA19E what a mournful confeffion 
does he make ! It was then a very cold 
night, and our Lord was in the orpen 
ain *^^ bloody drops flowed from, his 
limbs, and trickled apace to the ground ; 
no outward violeiKe Was ufed, for his 
enemies h^d not apprehended Hm, nor 
his treacherous friend betrayed him, 
therefore, without doubt, the eternal 
God was at that time the executioner; 
His mighty arm was at that time ftretch- 
ed but, and his glittering fword un* 
iheathed, to put the holy Jesus to for- 
row: Theafflifled Redeei^er ftruggled 
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againft the fierce wrath of omnipotence, 
which cruihed him as though he had 
been in a wine-prefe, and ilained all his 
garments. All that many millions of 
the moft horrible provocations commit- 
ted againft infinite majefty, that the 
tranfgreflions of ages and generations 
paft and to come, any cme of which was 
liable to be puniftied with eternal death ; 
all that fo many and fuch heinous abo- 
minations had deferved5did the almigh- 
ty hand of God inflid, and the ever- 
blefied Jesus endure. Well therefore 
might the holy prophet cry out, in the 
perfon of Christ, Was ever sorrow 
LIKE UNTO MY SORROW? And Well may 
1 
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evtry weak and fieeble Chiiftian fay^ 
Is any comfort like unto the comfort 
which is derived imto my foul from the 
meritorious paffioa? Its beuefits and 
bleffings are incomparably greater and 
more ineftimable than all the things 
that cm be defircd. How precious 
Should that propitiatory death be unto 
us, and how Should we make our boafl: 
of it all -the day loi^g! It is by virtue 
of this that I am fiUl in the land of the 
living, and not configned over to the 
fiery lake, Many a time would the 
almighty juftice have awoke, and ren* 
dered m^ double for all my iniquities, 
had not our M£oiATO]Eiiftterpof©d> and 
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^^ reprefented the fatlsfa<Etion of his fufFer- 
^ ings. Whence but from this fource a- 
^ rifes all my prefent confolation, as well 
^ as my paft prefervation? When I find 
^ my foot has flipped, and I have been o- 
? vertaken by a fault ; when I feel my 
^ will unrefigned, not in fubje£tion to, 
'^ but rebelling againft, the good pleafure 
^ of God ; what a cordial it is, how re- 
^ vivihg and comforting to the ibul, to 
' remember that the Lord Jesus wai 
falfly acciifed, wrongfully condemned, 
and moft rigoroufly executed, that the 
guilt of thofe offences might not be 
laid to my charge! Oft times I fummon 
my beft endeavours, and rally my poor 
I 2 
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refolutions, to attack my inbred cor- 
ruptions, but ftill they remain trium- 
phant. Often I look out by pray.er for 
the help that comes from above, which 
alone is able to give a total overthrow 
to the whole body of fin ; and becaufe 
it is not fpeedily and fenfibly fent down 
to my relief, the bufy enemy :^ould in- 
finuate that my manifold fins have made 
Cod forget to be gracious, and have 
caufed him to fhut up his loving kind- 
jiefs in difpleafure.j that it is not for 
me, fo very unrighteous, to expeft fo 
divine a gift as the holy fpirit. Whe6 
fuch dangerous fuggefl:ions as thefe are 
thrown upon the mind, what a happi- 
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ne£ it is that we have fuch confiderati- 
ons as thefe towithftand them! Inyain; 
O Tempter, doft thou labour to fliake 
» ' our faith: It is not bottomed on any 
merits of bur own,. but built on the 
rock of ages, Christ; I am contenf, 
accounted as vile as words can exprefsj 
but I know of a furety, (and O may I 
never be unmindful of it I) that the uii- 
worthinefs of the fervant, though great- 
er* than every thing elfe, is infinitely 
I'cfs than the worthinefs of my Loknr 
^ If I was left to my own deferts, I con* 
fefs it is undeniably true, that I muffc 
never hope for any good, nor to obtainr 
wy favour from the Most High. But 
I 3 
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trufting in the intereft and interceffion 
of an incarnate God, what is there that 
I may not hope for? I nayfelf am lefs 
than the leaft of all mercies ;. but for 
the Lamb that wajs flain and liveth for 
^ver, the choiceft bleffings are not too 
valuable, nor the greateft abundance 
too much. To defpife the world and 
long for God ; to have our afiedions 
above, while pur bodies are below j to 
be filled with charity, adorned with hea^ 
venly virtues, and to have all cloathed 
with humility j thefe are gifts unfpeak- 
aUy rich; and if they were to be fct 
up to fale, I know not whether the high- 
eft angel could bid high enough for 
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them: but Jesus Christ, the evcrlaft- 
ing Son, the. only-begotten and wcll- 
bdoved of his Father^ He, even He 
has bought them for us, and paid for 
them with his beft blood, fo that for his 
£dce they arc freely offered to all peni- 
tent finners, without money, and with- 
out price. 

If my paper would give me leavei^ 
fiow much more might be faid on this 
bleffed fubjed! but I have not room to 
tranfcribe, by way of conclufiou, the 
firft verfe of the eighteenth Pfalm, and 
apply it to our bleffed Redeemer. 

14 
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I SHOULD not have deferred my 
thankful acknowledgments for your 
letter, &c. had not buHnefs great and 
urgent, and tonftantly recurring bufir- 
nefs^ tied up my hands. I beg my hum- 
ble fervice and thanks may be accepted 
by Mr. ^^^^^ and Madam "^^^^^^e 

I am^ Map AM, 

Tour very much obliged 

And humble fervanty 

}• H E R V E Y. ' 
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LETTER IV. 

Good Madam ^^^^^, 
TT Humbly beg pardon for difappoint- 
-*• ing your expeftations, and denying 
what was a condefcenfioh in you to 
aik, and would have been an honour 
for me to perform: though I know it 
was no manner of lofs to you, yet I con- 
fefs it was very rude, difobliging, and 
ungrateful in me* Give me leave to 
fay thus much for myfelf, that I mif- 
took your meaning, and thought you 
bad fet me a Whitfunday, and not ah 

1 5 
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Afcenfion tafk. Surely, Madam, Fcmt 
fuch a finner to \mtc upon fuch a fub- 
jcft as Heaven, is like the captive Isra- ^ 
ELITE ilnging the fongs of Sion in a 
ftrange land. How unfit and unable 
to do this! Our Lord is gone to his 
Fatheii to receive the reward of his 
own Qlt>edienq^5 and to prepare a place 
for his followers. £^ut ohl who can 
defcribe that \|nk|iQ^ii felicity he is al- 
ready poffeifed of, and which is laid up 
in ftore for the righteous? To paint 
the colours of die rainbow with my ink 
and pen were feafiWe and eafy, in com- 
parifon of this; nay more, if any one 
give one the tongue of an archangel. 



# 
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and the years of Methuselah, and the 
pen of a ready writer, I durft not pro- 
fefs, even in all that time, and with all 
-thofe qualifications, to fliadow out fo 
much as the fourth part of that migh- . 

tv blifs. 

* 

Arise, ye moles, forfake your beds 
of clay. 
And fliew the all-enUghtmng fun his 

wayj 
When Inman arrows pierce the yield- 
ing iky, 
Leap forth, ye lame, arreft them as they 
fly. 

I ^ 
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Ye babes, prefent your breafts, and ward 

the blows. 
When wide-mouth'dcannons ponderous* 

bolts difclofe: 
There's the fame profpeft of fucceeding 

given. 
When you try thefe, and Hervey writes 

of Heaven^ 

There is one ingredient of the cc- 
leftia^ happxnefs I fhall be glad to beftow 
a glance on j it is by far the leaft and 
moft inconiiderable, and therefore the 
propcreft to be touched on by a boyifh 
. pencil J it is what I have a quicker re- 
liih on than ordinary, by frequently 
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wanting of it, and fo am mofl: inclined to 
fpeak and think of it; I mean the perfedi- 
on of body which the faints will enjoy. It 
will be refined and fpiritualized, and fo no 
longer a clog to incumber or prelsdown 
the foul : thore will be no more weak- 
ne& and mfirmity to difable, no more 
latent feeds of corruption to difincline 
them to the exercifes of devotion, when 
the fpirit is willing to foar above this 
tianfient world, and make an excurfion 
into the invifible fiate, and contemplate 
its adorable Author. Oh ! how often 
dees the flefh, like an unmanageable dead 
weight, retard its flight, and fallen down 
to earth! But in the coiintry we feek, 
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the cafe ^11 moft comfortably be alterr 

ed* Mr. B t --n^a complaint of this^ 

kind will be tamed to trimnphs : He will 
no more fed his body iaterrupting, Hke 
a troubled mecfium, but facilitating the 
views of his fonl, enbrgxng its profpe& 
Hke a perfpedive, and ipeeding its mo«^ 
tion like ^ings*. How cra^y are onr 
earthly tabernacles! How often do they 
languiih, and how continually are they 
expofed to manifold difeafes ! But when 
ccH'ruptible fliatt have put on incorrupti- 
on, when this moftal {bail ^put on im* 
mortality, then ihall be brought to pafs 
the faying that is written j His ete 

SHALL KOT WAX DIM, NOR HIS (mOUE 
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than) natural force be abated: fa- 
tigu£.acndv£ar1[n£ss, disorders and 
death, will be for ever separated 
from the children ok the resurrec- 
tion; and they will be young and 
lusty as eag^les, vigorous and ac- 
tive as the angels of gqdy bright 
and shining as the sun in the fir- 
MAMENT. How agreeable and delight- 
ful a furprize will it be for thofe who 
have laboured under complicated mala- 
dies, and have beeen the prey of linge- 
ring pains, to find themfelves every 
whit whole ! To feel a tide of never-cea- 
fing health flowing in their veins! The 
chambers of Ae grave feem to be like 
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the wards of fome univerfal infirmaiy; 
•where every one of the misfortunes m^ 
ciden t to human bodies are taken in hand 
to be cured, without any expenre to the^ 
patient. We generally make one way 
to them through the agonies and paing 
of death; we are received into themi 
perfe£Uy cured, and fet thoroughly to 
rights^ They will fend forth holy Jo* 
healed of his'biles, and Lazarus of his 
fores, both of them meet to fit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
When old Baroilai returns thence, he 
will forget and leave behind him the fee*' 
blenefe of his decrepid old age;, he will 



j 
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not only be able to hear the voiceR of 
finging mea and fingirigi women, but 
will bear apart himlelf iathejoydus aiid 
exulting choir. Bleffed, thrice blefled 
are they! who have pofiefied. their veflel 
in fan6tificatioa and honour, who. have 
preferved their bodies pure and undefi- 
led ! The day is coming, yeahafiens on** 
ward, they ihall be eftablifhed in a ftate 
of never-fading youth, and glory, and 
power. Th€ Lord God. omnipotent, 
who raifes them from the tomb, will 
gird them with flxength, cloath them 
With beauty, and nourifh them with 
life and immortality :. and if our vile, bch 
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dies will he thus glorificif, how marvel- 
oufly will onr foub be perfe^ed ! If' the 
cabinet be thus enbbled, with bowfupe^ 
tior and exceUeiit a luftre will the en* 
dbfed jewel be made to iliine ! Well,^ 
tho^ I canuQt give you the leaftglimple 
of it, yet Go0, through Christ, will 
give you the full ctqayment of it. It 
is yours. Madam, in. reveriion, thougli 
We hope yoii will not enter into imme- 
diate poiTeifion : May you feeit^ but not 
now! May you behold it, but not night 
.And O'may I alfo be his cleft ! Be pleafed. 
Madam, to pardon the improprieties of 
this, and beg of him wbo forgiveth tranf- 
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greffions, to pardon the errors of my 
life } and permit me to profefs myfelf 

Tour very much obliged 

And humble frrvanty 

]• H 5 R V E T* 
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LETTER V. 

DUMMER, JULy 27th, 1737* 

Gooi> Mad AM j 

I Received your lafi, and thank you 
for it, ancf beg pardon for not do- 
ing it fooner. I went to Basinstoke 
the Monday after,withafriend to whom 
I committed the management of this af- 
fair, for I am quite unexperienced and 
unikilled in matters of this nature. We 
could not come to a fight of the carrier, 
but his wife engaged for thefpeedy pay-- 
ment of the money, T am. forry you. 
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have not yet received k, and will the'' 
firft opportunity put in practice your ad- 
vice; I mean I will re-~demand the mo- 
ney of him, and flay till I can have a fa- 
fcr way of conveying it to you. I hope 
the fum is recoverable, and ftill above 
water; but if it ibould be funk, the fame 
almighty power that caufed the iron to 
rife from the bottom, ^nd float on the 
fiirface, can fetch it up again. I hope 
I fhzJl ufe all proper care, and then com- 
mit the iflue to God, for He, MADAif, 
who numbers the hairs of our heads, 
has a hand in this matter. We great- 
ly miftake if we imagine the injuries 
done by unreafonable and unjuft men 
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are all the work ef chance, or the fole 
cflFefts of malice, cxclufive of the df f -ie 
providence; believe it is the fuprettie 
hand> though it is the occafion, that o- 
ver-rules all the wicked adions done in 
tlie world. He fits on high, and turns 
them as the rivers of water, whitherfo* 
ever He will. Very freqacntly His in- 
finite wifdom cfireds their force againft 
His own children, not to overwhelm but 
to purge them, not to confume but cha- 
ftife them. It may be I have been an 
unfaithful ftcward of the mammon en- 
trufted with mej and my Lord and 
Master, who is in Heaven, may have 
taken this method to convince me of 
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any fault, and reduce me to a more 
C ' '^iau ceconomy , which is to be more 
fpariog to Bayfclf , and more liberal to o- 
* thers. Oh ! Madam, of what admira- 
ble fervice are the fupports and aids o£ 
religion ! What a fweet and fovereiga 
cordial is the hope of everlafting felici- 
ty ! Was that firmly engrafted in my 
heart, it would bear me up not only un- 
<ier thp lofs of my money, but under 
the lofs of my blood. I fhould not on- 
ly fmile at fuch petty difappointments, 
but calmly behold the inftruments pf 
death preparing for me. Dear Madam, 
never ceafe to pray earneftly for me, that 
I may henceforth live as a perfon whofc 
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all is lodged in eternity ; who Jongs for 
XK)thing elfe but to ferve hi« Saviour in 
fincerity, and to win the approbation 
of the infinite God, that ^o I may con- 
clude with a full aflfurance of faith, that 
when this earthly tabernacle is diifolved, 
I fhall have a houfe not made with hands^ 
eternal in the heavens. 

/^mijMADAM, 

Tour very much obliged 
And. humble fervant^ 

J. H E R V E Y. 
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Madam, 

HuMELY thank you for the kind 
concern you was plcafed to exprefs 
for my health. I am not yet robuft and 
ftrong, fo as to be fit fpr bufinefs, and 
therefore great is the goodnefs, tender 
is the care ofProvidenccyin vouchfafing 
me a comfortable refpite from it. The 
beginning of this week we Avere enter- 
tained with a curious concert of mufic 
at Mr. Orchard's. This made. me re- 
flect on the immenfe gcodncfs of God, 
K 
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and that rich beneficence which exerts 
itfelf in fuch an infinite variety of ways. 
He it is and none other that ^aufes all 
the delight we receive, all the pleafure 
we enjoy, when the tuneful artift ftrikes 
Up and playS) a^d ravi&es our fouls with 
tlie fweetnefs of his notes. Let ^s not 
think ourfelves chiefly obliged to the 
mortal hand, or the l»:ittle infirument, 
the founding ilrings, the Jklll to toudi 
thena, and the harmony produced,; e- 
ven they all are the I-ord's: was he to 
withdraw himfelf, the harp would be fi- 
lent, the ear locked vp in deafnefs, and 
the right hand of the Mufician would 
forget its cunning. It is G&Dj the aH- 
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^ Tufficient aikd cver-bkffed God, that is 

^ the fole fountaia of every thing plea- 

i fing and delightful ; it is he that charms 

^ in the nightingale's melody, that fooths 

^ ViB in the mutmuringof the gentle brook; 

i 4t is he that alarms us with the noi& of 

i his thunder ; it is he that meets us in the 

fragrance of the blooming fpring, that 

breathes deUcioufly from all the odori&* 

TOBs plants, and fills the air vdth a pro* 

fufion of fweets; it is he that £DSs the 

lively red that blufhes in the rofe ; his 

i is the virgin luftre that whkens the fnow ; 

aiKi the flaming fple&dor thskt bums glo« 

ricufly in the futi is his. He gives oor 

food its agreeable reli&, and farni&es it 

K z 



J 
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with its nourifhing virtue: he gives foft- 
nefs to our pillow, and makes our eyes 
to fleep, and our eye-lids to flumber. In- 
deed he gives deHghtfukiefs to all our 
delights, and comfortablenefs to all ouir 
comforts. O wonderful ,and diffufive 
loving kindnefs! It is ftrange that w^ 
are not continually admiring it, extolling 
and loving with all our fouls the moft a- 
miable poffeffor of it. Would we fri&- 
quently give our thoughts fuch a turn, 
and confider every pleafure we feel as a 
gift vouchfafed us by God, this would 
help very confiderably to ihcd the love 
of God abroad in our hearts : We fhould 
by this means difcern fuch xiumbcrlefe 
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ihftances of his liberality, we fhould fee 
the oil of gladnefs fvvimming fo fweet- 
ly on all our enjoyments, as would al- 
moft conftrainus to gratitude ; wefliould 
fikvtr be weary of femng him who is 
never weary of doing good to us : we 
fliould gladly pay him the beft of our fer- 
vices who isinceffantly pouring down ths 
choiceft of his bleffings on us. 

I^am, Madam, 

VTith very great refped and grittitiide^ 

Tour mojl obliged 

And humble fervant^ 

J. H E R V E y; 
K 3 
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LETTER VII. 

Stoke-Abbey, Dec. ift, 1738* 
Dear Miss, 
T AM quite afbamed to wiitc now, ai^ 
-*■ I fhould not have ventured to write 
at all^ had not good MrSi. "JHWHWf gtv^k 
me reafon to hope you would kindly re- 
ceive my letter: If you do kindly re- 
ceive it, and not rejcft it with difdain, 
I fhall acknowledge it as an undeferved 
favour. The laft time I had the plea- 
fure of hearing from you was when' I 
lived in Hampihirej your excellent let-* 
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tcr I brought along witji me into De- 
^o^sHiRE, and have both read it and 
gloried of it to fome ladies in thefe parts. 
I heartily wifli. Madam, you may pof- 
&& the pious fpirit that breathed through 
your wkcit epiftle^ without amy other 
diange than that of a continual iacreafe 
•fit. Happy, greatly and fupremeJy 
happy they, who gWc piety thefirft and 
cartieft afcendant over their hearts, wha 
vemember their Gjleatok. ia the day& 
of their youth, before the evil days conte^^ 
in which they {halt fay,, we have no plea^i^ 
fore in them: before they contraAed 
foch evil habits as will fetch irom them 
^ia forrowful complaiat:. Oh! haw 

K4 
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grievoufly difficult, how niext to im- 
poffible is it to fubdue them ! I read 
wonderful things of Mr. Whitefieldj 
how powerfully fliould his ppc^perity and 
fuccefs encourage us to devote ourfelves 
whik w« are yet young, to ftie fhidy 
and purfuit of godlinefs! Has he loft 
any thing by giving hinof^ up to his 
Saviour's fervice in the prime of life ? 
Has he not gained thereby the faVour 
and good efteem of men, the approbati- 
on and extraordinary bleffing of God, 
and fuch a peace of mind as paiTes dl 
underftanding ? In cafe he had defer- 
red the pradice of holinefs, he had defer- 
red the enjoyment of happineis* It is 
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the moft uawife choice, the unthiiftiejSr- 
management, to put off religion^ which, 
is the medicine of life^ and health of oui: 
ibuk, till old age. How fliould we pity 
thofe who are lick, that think any time 
too foon to be made well ! How Ihould 
we blame a miferable creature, who had 
rather flay till to-morrow to be hapj^,, 
when he has it in his power to be fo to- 
. day! I believe. Mils Policy, you have 
chofen the better part ; you are perfuad- 
cd, that to live a life of holinefs is the: 
beft and happieft thing in the world j that 
there is nothing fine but a holy, devout 
and heavenly mind, nothing defirable 
but to excel in virtue, and to be coa- 
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formed to the im^e of Christ, and t» 
die poffefled of a& high degrees of piety 
as poffible. In this perfuafion go on and« 
uicreafe,, stnd a£l more and mere agfree-« 
ably to it, o&ly one thing let me remind^ 
you of, which is, that yoti ftudy to be 
humble, for humility is a precious and 
ioefkimable jerwel: feek it therefore and. 
purchafe it, at any rate j de{jpife all hu^ 
rkittk glory as a molt wrenched ihftance: 
of humatt folly^. Never defire the ad^ 
miration of men, who rouft die; yet a^ 
Httle while and they muft godbwn into* 
the duft, and mingle with the earth we 
tread on, and then what good will ap<* 
{iaufedous^ LetusendeaTourt^knoTO 
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©mfelves, how corrupt our nature is, 
and haw unholy our practice has been,, 
how fooliih and vain the imaginations^ 
of our hearts are; that our befi and' 
brighteft aftions are unclean before the. 
infinitely pure God ; and as for our fins^ 
they are exceeding finfuirthat even our 
prayers would be abominable, if not re- 
coniniended by a bleeding, dying, and. 
interceding Saviour. On fuch truths 
as thefe let us often meditate, aftd if the 
.Loud blefs our meditations, they will 
fill us with a lowly, humble, and felf-? 
abhorring fpirit, than which nothing 
can recommend more efFedually to infi-^ 
xxite mercy j^ which, becaufe it is the 
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richeft, nobleft, and beft of bleffings, i» 
moft, earneftly defired for Mifs ^^-^^^^ 

Her faithful friend^ 
And humble fervanfy^ 

J. H E R V E Y*r 






-ac^H. J AIM E $ H- E R V ET. 235 

LETTER VIIL 

BiDDEFORD, Dec. 30, 1738,. 
Madam, 
X AM under a double obligation to pay 
"*- my refpeds to you at this time, and 
to wifh you a happy new year, under an 
obligation of gratitude for your laft 6- 
bliging letter, and und^r a no lefs invi- 
olable one, contraded by a promife* 
Give me leave then, worthy and honour- 
fid Madam, with the greateft fincerity 
of defire, to wifli you many new years, 
every one happier, and every one holi- 
er, than the preceding. May every ad- 
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dition oif years and months, yea of days 
^nd hours, bring you a frefli acceflioa 
of grace, and goodnefs, till you become 
a thorough new creature, and at length 
be fitted to pafs, by an eafy tranfition, 
into the new Jerusalem, there to fing 
the fong amongft angels and Mefled faints 
with infisnte and unutterable delight, to 
endlefs and everlafting ages. You fee. 
Madam, by the dabe, where I am at pre- 
fent J I propofe to make feme tittle ftay 
in this place, to preach here to-morrow, 
andtovifit my friends the following 
week. May God vouchlafie to impart 
fome fpiritual gift to them by my mouth! 
As foon as I came to town (fee how frail 



•MR. JAMES H Z R V E T. 235 

and uncertain life is) I received the new& 
of a moSt furprifing and melancholy ac- 
trideiit. A boat, with about fixteen or 
feventeen paiTengers in it, was overfet^ 
and every foul drowned. They were 
^oing to celebrate a wedding, and the 
intended bride and bridegroom were on 
lx)ard. Should not this frightful di£- 
penfation of Providence teach us to be 
^ver in expedation of, and in a daily 
preparation for, our lait andgreat change? 
Does not fuch fwceping calamity loud- 
iy call upon us, to have our loins gird- 
ed about with holy circumipe6Uon and 
watchfulnefs? To have our lights bomb- 
ing with unfeigned devotion and pi^. 
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that we may be in continual readinefi 
to meet the cverlafting bridegroom? 
For if he ihould come at am hour we 
look 0Ot for him,* and find -us unmeet 
/or his holy prefence, dreadful and ama- 
zing! what would become of us! Thefe 
people thought as little of a hafty fum- 
mons into the other world as we do ; 
but yet fuch a fummons was iffued out 
for them by that abfolute Lord, who 
killeth and maketh alive, and none alk- 
eth him. What doft thou ? O what lit- 
tle reafon have we to place any depen- 
dence upon things here below ! Yea ra- 
ther, what great reafon have we to ac- 
count it all as deceitfulnefs and empti- 
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nds^ a wretched fcen&of falfe and amu- 
fing vanity! They promifed themfelves 
Ac pleafares and merriment of a wed- 
ding; but behold, in a moment^in the 
twinkling of an eye, they are hurried a- 
way to the Judge of quick and dead: 
no more to eat, drink and be merry, but 
to fbmd a trial for everlailing life, or e- 
"verlafting death* The good cheer pro- 
vided for tiie marriage is left behind, 
and they for whom it was provided are 
funk deep, and rotting in a watry grave ; 
their ownflefh being now a feaft for vo- 
racious fiflies. Pardon me. Madam, for 
detaining you fo long on this unhappy 
accidentt Give me leave before I con- 
L 
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elude to breathe out a prayer for your 
good mother, who you £iy k about ta 
breathe out her laft* May thp confola^ 
tioa of Oo9t be firong upon her whSt 
flie continues here, and may Bkt go hence 
'with hopes foH of iittmcrtaHty I May 
Jesus, the great ftepherd of th€ &eep^ 
he her guide tUI death, her comfort and 
affiance in death, after death her recom^ 
pence and exceeding great reward. 
/ am, M A D A ^ 

Mfifi Rarefy audgr^t^lfy. 

And your htmkUfarvani^ 
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